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F WE could trace the influences that first led us 

to buy articles that we are now using regularly, 

we would find that we selected many of these be- 

cause we saw them advertised. In the Times adver- 

tising columns you will find many worth while 
suggestions. 














The One Friend 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


Y LIFE. has sunny meadows 
Where blooms sweet memory, 
Hilltops that glow with morning, 
Far views of sky. and sea, 
And roads by sparkling rivers, 
Where a friend may fare with me, 


I'll share with you the beauty 
I gather day by day, 

The songs, the merry jesting, 
That make the journey gay; 
Your love may lend the courage 

— Along bleak sands and gray. 


But none can walk beside me 
Who is of earthly frame, 

Within that woodland haunted 
By fears I cannot tame, 

Whose treesiforever whisper 
A sorrow and a name. 


Qne Friend there is who enters 
With mé that place of shade, — 
The Christ. who bears our sorrows, 

On whom our sins. are laid, 
Who, by his friends forsaken, 
In lonely anguish prayed. 








The God of Rain 


Is there a God of rain? Heathen peoples have 
their rain gods, and pray and sacrifice to them. Such 
ideas and practices are as false as is every religion 
not of God. Is rain, then, merely a natural phe- 
nomenon that men may control? Some able thinkers 
believe so. A brilliant writer for the daily press says: 
“Men, in time, will find a way to control rainfall. 
. - « Absence of microscopic dust in the atmosphere 
is one cause of drought. It should be easy, with air- 

, to supply missing dust—preferably some 
ydrophilous substance, like pulverized lime.” This 
is a plausible and attractive theory, but it leaves God 
out. There may, indeed, be scientific ways of produc- 
ing rain; within certain limitations. God is permitting 
men to. make scientific discoveries today that are 
astounding and staggering in their significance. But 
God still holds a number of things within his own con- 
trol — and always will. The Scriptures have a ‘great 
deal to say about rain, from Genesis to Revelation. 
God has always made the sending or withhelding of 
rain one of his sovereign and arbitrary acts, and there 
is no indication that he is going to relegate this con- 


trol to men. The rain of @i Flood, destroying the 
entire population of the’ world except one family, was 
an act of God; after this terrible judgment was com- 
pleted “the rain from heaven. was restrained” (Gen. 
8:2). “The effectual fervent. prayer of a righteous 
man,” Elijah, kept rain from the earth for three years 
and a half; and if, in that day almost three thousand 


+ years ago, men had known how to “supply missing 


dust — preferably some hydrophilous substance, like 
pulverized lime,” they could not have set aside God’s 
sovereign will and purpose and power. The God of 
rain is greater than men who may think to control 
rainfall. He is greater in love and mercy also, as 
well as in judgment, for “your Father which is in 
heaven . . . maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the un- 
just” (Matt. 5:45). 


Exalting— Whom ? , 


God’s Word never tells us to exalt men. But 
men have always been fond of doing this. Today 
there is a worldwide tendency in that direction, find- 
ing expression in many ways. We rightly honor such 
characiers, past and present, as Lincoln and Lind- 
bergh; but it is startling to read, in an Associated 
Press dispatch in the daily papers, that “Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh and Abraham Lincoln will have 
windows to themselves in the new Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church” at Springfield, Mass. “The Col- 
onel flying in his Spirit of St. Louis will be the out- 
standing figure in the ‘good-will’ window in the east 
transept of the church. Lincoln will be the main figure 
in the ‘democracy’ window.” The pastor has an- 
nounced that in the medallion of the “good-will” win- 
dow will be pictured the signing of the Kellogg Treaty 
at Paris. Such men as these would shrink indeed 
from any such exalting of their names and achieve- 
ments in the house of God. It is very evident that 
both the world in general and a large part of the 
professing Christian church are being prepared for, 
first the exaltation, then the actual worship, of the 
coming Superman who for a time will dominate the 
world. Men will gladly worship a fellow man, for in 
so doing they worship themselves, — and self-worship, 


evidenced in the popularity. of “self-expression” today, 
is the great sin of the natural man. Israel’s mistaken 
choice of their first king, when they set themselves 
against God and demanded a king “like all the nations,” 
was of the sort that men love to exalt. Saul was “a 
choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not 
among the children of Israel a goodlier person than 
he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher 
than any of.the people” (1 Sam. 9:2). What a con- 
trast to the insignificant looking little Jew, with weak 
eyes, whose,name also was Saul before it was changed 
to Paul, one of the most gigantic spiritual figures of 
all history. We read of the coming Superman, whom 
“all that dwell upon the earth shall worship... 
whose names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 13:8), that he “opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is wor- 
shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, shewing himself that he is God” (2 Thess. 2: 4). 
There is only one Man whom it is safe to exalt in 
the house of God —that One of whom we read that 
“God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name: that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow.” 


a 
Law and. Gospel 


God’s law has never saved a sinner since the 
world began. Yet “the law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and just, and good” (Rom. 7:12). If it 
is good, but cannot save, what is the purpose of the 
law? It shows us the character of God —his holiness 
and justice, his infinite perfection. And if at any 
point a human being fails to keep the perfect law of 
God, that human being sins. Therefore the law shows 
us our sin. As the great apostle to whom the full 
plan of salvation and the meaning of the Gospel were 
revealed, and through whom they were given to a lost 
world, wrote by inspiration: “I had not known sin, 
but by the law.” Because of the law Paul knew that 
he was justly condemned to death as a sinner. But 
he knew also the Good News of God’s way of sal- 
vation. As has been truly said, “God gave us both 
law and Gospel, the law to show us our sin, the Gospel 
to reveal to us the Saviour.” 


The Secret of Enoch’s Life 


HE fifth chapter of Genesis is a record of the 

line of Adam through Seth to Noah. First 

Adam, then Seth, Enos, Cainan,; Mahalaleel, and 
Jared; each comes in turn before us and then passes 
off the scene to the accompaniment of the words 
“and he died,” until the constant recurrence of the 
phrase has made it a solemn refrain echoing through 
the mind. But with the seventh from Adam the 
monotony of the mournful refrain is broken; for, of 
him we read, “And Enoch walked with God: and he 
was not; for God took him.” Profoundly impressive 
is this, both in the sublim€ simplicity of its form 
and in the exceptional nattire of its content. So 
enduring was the impression. made by the life and 
translation of Enoch that to this day he retains a 
place even in heathen mythologies. As he is the 
one man among the antedeluvians notably distinguished 
for his saintliness, the scanty records we have of 
him merit careful study for what they can yield as 
to the secret of his walk with God. 

It began with the birth of his son Methuselah, for 
we read, “Enoch walked with God after he begat 
Methuselah three hundred years.” He is not the 
only one who has felt the nearness and reality of God 
when entering upon the sacred responsibilities of 
parenthood. God can use the cradle that proclaims 
the dawn of life, just as he does the casket that de- 
clares its earthly end, to awaken a slumbering sense 
of the reality of things eternal. Before the mysteries 
of life and of death we realize afresh that God 1s, and 
we hear anew the call diligently to seek him. That 
call Enoch must have heard as he gazed at the infant 
form of his firstborn son. Not all who hear it 
respond, but Enoch did. ‘Not all who respond con- 
tinue perseveringly to walk with God for the re- 


mainder of life, but Enoch did, Wherein lay the 
secret of that patient continuance in godliness? 

A highly probable answer is suggested by the sig- 
mificance of the name he gave his son. It appears 
to memorialize a revelation given to Enoch, a revela- 
tion of such import that, once accepted, it could not 
but exercise thé most. profound influence upon his 
life. According to a note in “The Companion Bible” 
the word Methuselah means “When he is dead it shall 
be sent.” What should be sent? Careful students of 
Bible chronology agree that the year in which Me- 
thuselah died was the year of the Deluge; hence, that 
which was sent close upon Methuselah’s death was 
the Flood that ended that world. . Putting these two 
facts together it would seem that about the time of 
the birth of Methuselah it was revealed to Enoch 
that a catastrophic judgment would suddenly cut off 
the antedeluvian age, and that this divine judgment 
would occur immediately after the death of Methuse- 
lah. Though no date was set, it was made known 
to Enoch that the measure of his son’s life was the 
méasure of the world’s life, that with his death would 
come the predicted calamity that would end the age. So 
yrotounts moved was Enoch by this revelation that 

e gave his son a name that would be a continual re- 
minder to himself and a constant testimony to his con- 
temporaries of the fast approaching day of judgment. 

Here then is the secret of the persevering saintli- 
néss of Enoch. It was not simply his conviction that 
God 1s, but added to that the certainty that God ‘1s 
COMING in judgment to the earth, which worked in 
him so God-fearing a spirit and so God-honoring a 
walk. In that age of the world when men reckoned 
the years of their life by centuries rather than decades, 
human life must have seemed far more secure and 
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enduring than it does to us, and worldliness must 
have been correspondingly intensified. Suddenly 
breaking in upon that sense of security and perma- 
nency came with a mighty impact this revelation that 
made Enoch refashion his whole life. He was forced 
to make a complete re-valuation of all men held dear, 
estimating everything now according to the new 
standard of values that went with his different out- 
look upon life. Out of this grew his walk with God. 
He became a stranger and a pilgrim, anticipating 
Abraham in seeking a city whose builder and maker 
is God. His glance would fall upon his son and he 
would muse, “Here have we no continuing city,” 
and then out of the precious revelations that his walk 
with God had brought him, he would add, “but we 
seek one to come.” 

How suggestive and instructive is all this for us 
upon whom the ends of this age have come! 

Take for example the unceftainty of the time. 
No date was given to Enoch, but what was made 
known as to the time of the end was so revealed 
as to create an attitude of constant expectancy. 
As far as Enoch was concerned everything hung 
upon the one slender thread of a single human life. 
That thread might be cut by death at any moment; 
and then—the judgment! The time was uncertain, 
but there was ever the imminent possibility of an 
immediate fulfillment of all that had been predicted. 

Even so has it been with the Church. Every revival 
of interest in the Return of. the Lord grows out of the 
fact that what has been revealed on the subject makes 
that event from our side always an imminent possibil- 
ity, and that fact hawing impressed itself upon men 
whenever they have studied the subject has made this 
truth a great stimulus to holy living wherever it has 
been received. Doubtless it was with a view to providing 
such an impetus to godliness throughout the entire 
Church age that the Holy Spirit so ordered the pro- 
phetic Scriptures as to secure this uncertainty re- 
garding the time of the Second Advent. Methuselah 
lived for nine hundred sixty-nine years, so that the 
Deluge was almost a thousand years in the future 
when Enoch first came under the influence of the 
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prediction. He himself was raptured centuries before 
it occurred, but it was his expectation of it that 
stirred him so to walk with God as to win transla- 
tion. Likewise the Christians of the early Church 
were centuries removed from the actual time of the 
Second Advent; yet, since from their side it was an 
imminent possibility, they lived under the power of 
the Blessed Hope as few have done since. 

How significant now becomes the fact that Me- 
thuselah lived longer than any other man. “The 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish.” So did Peter 
explain the delay of the Lord in returning, and so may 
we explain the ripe age of Methuselah. His lifetime 
was an age of grace in which God gave men oppor- 
tunity through the preaching of Enoch and Noah to 
repent. Almost ten centuries of mercy were allowed 
before the long predicted doom came. Almost twenty 
centuries have been granted. this age already. How 
long, O Lord, how long? 

The man who was fit for translation before judg- 
ment came was the man who most fully allowed 
himself to come under the salutary influence of God’s 
revelation concerning the approaching end of the age. 
Surely Enoch was not the only saint on earth at that 
time. He was the* most thoroughgoing saint. Cer- 
tainly the man whose translation prefigures that 
of the Church was a notable saint. It is Advent 
truth acted wupen that makes notable saints. 
Enoch contemplated that day of the Lord whereby 
the world that then was, being overflowed with water, 

rished; and asked himself, “How then ought I to 
ive?” We look for that day of the Lord “in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt. with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing then that all these.things shail 
be dissolved, what *manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness? . . . Where- 
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.” 





Is Conscience a Safe Guide? 


In the Times of July 28 Mr. Howden quoted. a 
statement by Bishop Moule, “Conseience may not 
always see aright, but to transgress conscience is 
always wrong.” 

May this whole statement be regarded as true in 
its broadest sense ? 

Suppose a boy has been taught that it is wrong to 
kill animals and that even to kill snakes or destruc- 
tive animals is wrong, and he believes it because it 
has been taught him. Some time it may be to his 
advantage to kill some such animal, and he does it. 
Has he done wrong? According to Bishop Moule’s 
statement, it would seem so. He has transgressed his 
conscience sure enough, but because a higher law, 
of which he is not aware, declares or allows the kill- 
ing of such destructive animals, is it really wrong? 

When can a person who has been wrongly in- 
structed ever change his conscientious scruples, — or 
can he ever do so? How can one who has been 
taught that a certain thing is wrong so reverse his 
mind, especially When it is only the statement of one 
man against the statement of another man? 

How could the Jew in the past change his belief 
that it was wrong to pluck a head of wheat while 
passing through a wheat field when the God who gave 
the first command had not changed the law? 

If it was wrong for the man who gathered sticks 
on the Sabbath day (Num. 15: 32-36), what has made 
it right since then? If any Jew believed it wrong 
to gather sticks on the Sabbath day, how could he 
help but transgress his conscience if he ever had 
occasion to need them; and was it wrong? Where 
is the right to do so given, which permits him to 
gather sticks? 

There are many such questions that come to one 
in this day, and if our teaching has been wrong, 
what will ever enlighten it, so that it will not be 
wrong?——A California reader. 


Any man may be mistaken as to what he sincerely 
believes is right oer wrong. But if he does that which 
he believes is wrong, he is wrong in doing it even 
though the thing in itself may be right. That is the 
meaning of the statement by Bishop Moule quoted by 
Mr. Howden, Conscience may be mistaken; but to 
transgress even a mistaken conscience indicates a 
wrong spirit on the part of the transgressor. 

This shows the importance of having a really en- 
lightened conscience. For conscience can be a despot 


indeed, driving us on to tragic mistakes and sins. The 
apostle Paul, who said truly of himself that before 
he had come to Christ he was “a blasphemer, and a 
persecutor, and injurious” (1 Tim. 1:13), nevertheless 
could say of his entire life, “I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day” (Acts 23:1). 
It is important to recognize that the conscience is 


not a guide, but a mentor. It does not tell us what 
is right and wrong; it tells us to do what we believe 
is right, and not to do what we believe is wrong. If 
we are ignorant of that which is right and wrong 
in God’s sight, our conscience may hold us back from 
the right, and may drive us into the wrong. The 
Scriptures tell us, of those who are “defiled and un- 
believing,” that “even their mind and conscience is 
defiled” (Tit. 1:15). So we are exhorted to “draw 
near [to God] with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science” (Heb. 10: 22). 

Even Christians may have a “weak” conscience, and 
may thus conscientiously be afraid ef doing something 
that in itself is right, as Paul expleined in 1 Corinth- 
jans 8, discussing the question whether Christians 
should eat meat that had been offered to idols. 
know,” Paul said, “that an idol is nothing in the world, 
and that there is none other God but one. ... How- 
beit there is not in every man that knowledge: for 


,some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat 


it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience 
being weak is defiled.” Therefore, Paul showed, it 
was important for Christians whose conscience was 
enlightened to refrain even from this innocent thing if, 
by not refraining, they might trouble the Christian 
brother with a weak conscience. For “when ye sin 
sO against the brethren, and wound their weak con- 
science, ye sin against Christ.” 

How can we make sure of having an enlightened 
conscience? The answer is simple and sure: by re- 
ceiving Christ as Saviour, yielding ourselves to him 
as those that are alive from the dead, and then dili- 
gently seeking and accepting God’s light on all ques- 
tions by studying the Word of God. Thus a person 
who has’ been -wrongly instructed can completely 
change his conscientious scruples. ‘He can see, from 
the Word of God, that what he may have believed was 
right is really wrong. in God’s sight; and that what 
he may. have believed was wrong is really right in 
God’s sight. He is never confronted by the necessity 
of merely taking “the statement of one man against 
the statement of another man,” as this reader suggests, 
but always he may have, in the Scriptures, the state- 
ment of God, which is absolute truth, final, and as 
safe and sure as the character of God himself. 

The Scriptures, Old Testament and New, are filled 
with historical incidents showing how men’s sincere 
beliefs were utterly changed when they listened to 
God and obeyed his Word. This blessed change, with 
the enlightening and cleansing .of the conscience, is 
occurring continually in human experience today... For 
we not only have the infallible Word of God as our 
guide, but the Holy Spirit who wrote that Word is 
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UNDAY-school and church workers who 

are readers of The Sunday School Times 
are continually finding practical help in its. Ways 
of Working articles. This is be¢ause the writers 
are successful workers who tell of actual experi- 
ences. 


A number of such articles describing plans 
that have proved effective will be given in 
next week’s issue of the Times, the Efficiency 
and Equipment Number. 


The leading article will describe a Sunday- 
school budgeting and accounting system. It is 
especially designed to help schools where the 
enrollment is from 50 to 500, though it will 
work just as well in larger schools.. In the 
writer’s school, where the plan has been fol- 
lowed for two years, the offerings average less 
than $10 a Sunday; yet the first year $116 was 
given to missions, whereas formerly little or 
nothing had been given. 


A teacher of a women’s Bible class remem- 
bered that in studying history, physiology, and 
grammar in her school days she had been helped 
by outlines and charts. She will tell how she 
applied the same method in teaching the mir- 
—_— of the Lord and certain parables to her 
class. 


“We have taken The Sunday School Times 
for over thirty-five years, and it is like.a dear 
friend,” writes a teacher of Junior and Pri- 
mary children. She will tell of a special use 

e has made of the “Children at Home” stories 
in the Times each week. 


How to make a sand table and how to equip 
and use it in making Palestine real to the chil- 
dren is told in another article. 


An experienced Sunday-school worker will 
describe a simple record system that she has 
used in her own class; how the president and the 
treasurer of another class arranged a chart that 
increased the offerings; and how an adult class, — 
when the school was cramped for room, made 
use of the big vestibule —a plan that increased 
the class attendance. 


Can your fellow workers afford to miss this 
number of The Sunday School Times? If any 
of them are not now getting the paper, why not 
suggest a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscrip- 
tion for 25 cents? They should order at once, 
asking that subscriptions begin with the Effi- 
ciency and Equipment Number, and addressing 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 





“We 


‘of law, he did require. 








present himself, in person, to enlighten the mind and 
cleanse the heart of every one who sincerely seeks 
the truth as a believing and yielded child of God. 

God makes it plain in his Word that he has given 
different commands, different rules of living, to his 
people in different ages or dispensations .in history. 
There were many details- of the law, the enforcing of 
which God required, even by the death penalty, as 
in connection with the incident of the broken Sab- 
bath law in Numbers 15, which God withdrew in this 
dispensation of grace in which we now live, after 
Christ had fulfilled the whole law, and, by his shed 
blood and death on the cross, had paid the penalty 
of men’s sin. The apostles themselves had to be 
taught this by Christ and the Holy Spirit; but they 
learned the less@n and obeyed God’s reveaied will. 
One of the great chapters in all the Scriptures and 
in all history is Acts 15, which tells us how the early 
Church, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, came 
to understand that circumcision was no longer re- 
quired of God on the part of those who would be his 
people; it was in connection with the Sunday-schiool 
lesson on this chapter that Mr. Howden quoted ,the 
statement about conscience. The California reader 
will find that the Epistle to the Galatians sets forth 
very clearly the answer to his questions about Jews 
and men in general changing their belief as to what 
is right and“wrong. In this Epistle Paul shows, by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that in this age of grace 
God no longer requires many things that, in the age 
“Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24). 

A valuable little book that has been blessed to many 
in the study of this subject is the late Dr. C. I: Sco- 
field’s “Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth” (Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, 55 cents postpaid). Its chapter 
on “The Seven Dispensations” shows from the Scrip- 
tures the different requirements and provisions of God 
during the dispensations or ages of Law and’ of Grace. 
Studied with an open. Bible this little book is invalu- 
able in enlightening the conscience of the Christian 
believer today. 
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The Summer at America’s Keswick 


Glimpses of God’s working at Victorious Life Conferences 





By Addison C. Raws 














seemed to be the richest of any yet held at 

America’s Keswick. We would express our 
deep thanksgiving and praise to God for the outpour- 
ing of his Holy Spirit in such a marked way that the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, as well as 
the other leaders of the conferences, feel greatly hum- 
bled before him. Since the real work and results of 
these conferences have to do with the transforming 
of lives and the salvation of souls, together with the 
manifestation of God’s Spirit, it is impossible to do 
justice to them in a written article. But we gladly give 
the following testimony to God’s leading and grace 
at Keswick. ; 

At the conference held July 7 to 15, following a 
few days after the close of the large and successful 
Student Conference, the nearly two hundred people 
who were gathered were brought into the very presence 
of God through messages from the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians at the Bible Hour conducted each 
morning by the Rev. T.. Roland Philips of Baltimore. 
The climax seemed to be reached in the last message 
when the meaning of the Grace of God was unfolded. 
The Victorious Life Hour, conducted by Miss Ruth 
Paxson of China under the theme “Life on the Highest 
Plane,” was used mightily in bringing many out of 
bondage into the glorious liberty of our Lord Jesus. 
One of the strongest messages Miss Paxson brought 
was that in which she portrayed God laying our sins 
upon Jesus, beginning with the first chapter of Gene- 
sis and following through the Scripture to Calvary. 
One member of the conference said that in that service 
there was a moment in which all felt like being on 
their faces before God, and had anyone acted upon that 
impulse, doubtless the entire audience would have 
instantly followed. 

Missionaries from Many Lands 

At the Say-So meeting, held on the closing Sunday 
afternoon, more than one hundred testimonies from 
grateful hearts were given. A typical testimony was as 
follows: “I came very hungry; I go away well-filled. 
I came very greatly troubled, but since Monday 
night I am the happiest girl in the world.” Another 
said: “I have exchanged a yielded life for a joyfully 
yielded life. It is no longer must I, but may I.” A 
bright young man testified that he had made a com- 
plete ‘surrender of his life to the Lord Jesus and 
already, following that surrender, he had signed up 
to enter one of the Bible schools for this winter. A 
young woman testified: “I have found out ‘I am 
what I am by the grace of God.’ I thought I was a 
self-made woman.” With such testimonies as these 
the meeting ran on for nearly two hours. 

At éach of these summer conferences the Mission 
Study Groups, meetimg each morning for an hour, 
were times of visioning the tragic needs and glori- 
ous opportunities’ of the white harvest field of the 
whole world: . The missionaries who led these studies 
at one or another of the. conferences were Mrs. J. 
Harvey Borton, the Rev. Arthur J. Bowen, the Rev. 
Alex R. Hay, the Rev. and Mrs. W. Alfred Schlichter, 
Miss Helen Yost, Mr. Robert Cummings, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Austin Paul, Miss Alma Doering. 

The: second conference in July followed five days 
after the first, and though considerably smaller in 
numbers the power and blessing seemed to increase. 
One of the remarkable things about Keswick con- 
ferences is that each conference seems to be better 
than the last. Being a smaller group, we seemed to 
get very close together and to the Lord during those 
days. Canon F. E. Howitt of Hamilton, Ont., brought 
the messages in the Bible Hour each day, taking as 
his theme “The Holy Spirit.’ The Word of God 
on the work and office of the Holy Spirit was unfolded 
in a very remarkable way through this loved teacher 
who has such a commanding knowledge of the Word. 
The Victorious Life Hour was led by Addison .C. 
Raws of Keswick, and the Lord revealed his provision 
for a Victorious Life in Christ Jesus through Gala- 
tians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 

less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:. and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” ‘The possibility of Victory; the 
hope of Victory; the way into the Victorious Life; 
the appropriation of the Victorious Life; how to walk; 
and the compelling power of the love of God in serv- 
ice,—all these were discovered’ in Galatians 2: 20. 
This conference was especially marked by the place 
the Holy Spirit would have in our lives in accom- 
plishing God’s purpose for a life of triumph and power. 
One of the delegates in his testimony during the Say-Se 
meeting termed it “A Holy Spirit Conference” -be- 


Tx 1928 summer Victorious Life Conferences 


It is only the old Gospel that can make all things 
new. ‘ihe trutn of victory in Christ is not new; 
but the victory that Christ offers and brings to 
pass in every life that is yielded and trusting is 
always new. So the six summer conferences of 
1928 at America’s Keswick were new indeed with 
the miracle power of the Lord, and Mr. Raws’ 
impressive story of what happened there tells but 
a small part of the wonders of God’s i 
grace. 

The Student Conference held at Keswick in 
June was reported in The Sunday School Times 
of July 21, 1928. 

The Victorious Life Conferences of July at Tur- 
lock and Oakland, California, in which the Editor 
of the Times had the privilege of participating, 
will be reported in early issues of the Times. 








cause of the recognized working, teaching, and lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 

The Say-So meeting was rich and deep in its ex- 
pressions of gratitude to God from the many who 
took part. A few of the striking testimonies were 
as follows: 

“I have discovered the way is so simple that I am 
wondering why have not seen it before —that 
‘Christ liveth in me.’ ” 

“Like the two diSciples on their way to Emmaus, 
I have met the Lord, and he has met my need.” 

“How firm a foundation’ once meant a great deal 
to me; now it means even more.” 

The manager of a large corporation testified that 
recently things had been so difficult and so hard in 
business that it seemed too much for him to endure, 
but now he was resting and rejoicing in the realiza- 
tion of that great fact — “God is faithful.” 

A young man testified that he had put in three years 
at school and one year at college, with his face set 
toward a special career he wanted, but this week at 
Keswick he had abandoned his life to the Lord; and 
whereas he had never before taken the Lord into con- 
sideration in his life plan, he now gladly looked to 
the Lord for His plan, whatever that might be or 
wherever it might take him. 

A_ young woman, -who had been living a defeated 
Christian life, testified that before coming to Kes- 
wick she had told the Lord she would go anywhere 
he wanted her to go in America, but she could not 
think of going to the foreign field. However, after 
a severe struggle, and an interview with one of the 
leaders, she came to the place of being willing to say: 
“Anywhere in the world.” A new day had dawned 
for her, a new joy filled her life, and when the call 





It is hoped that all who would receive in 
their own lives such blessings as are re- 
counted here will prayerfu!ly plan now to 
attend coming Victorious Life Conferences 
at Keswick. The next inorder will be the 
Thanksgiving Week-End Conference, from 
Friday night till. Sunday night, November 
30 to December 2. Speakers and leaders 
expected are Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, 
Charles A. Blatchley, Benjamin F.Culp, John 
W. Lane, Jr., L. L. Legters, Addison C. Raws, 
Charles G. Trumbull. The registration 
for this conference is $1, and applications 
should be sent as early as possible to the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80-82 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. — 


The twelfth Annual Winter Conference 
at Philadelphia will be held as usual about 


the middle of January, the dates to be an- 
nounced later, ~~ 


The conferences for the summer of 1929 
are as follows: 


iar 20 Me EXccibseastes r daca Student Conference 
aly. 6-14 oe. ictorious Life C 

July 20-28...:......... a - — 
August 3-1) .......... ** ee ee 
August 17-25 ......... +9 *e ee 


Aug. 30 to Sept. 2, Labor Day ee 














was given in the missionary meeting she presented 
herself to the Lord for foreign service. : 

A Christian woman testified that secret sin had 
been revealed in her life to the extent it was 
necessary for her to write a letter back home, and 
she was now rejoicing in knowing there was “nothing 
between” herself and her Lord. 

Another of the many such testimonies: “I came 
to Keswick to learn how to live a Victorious Life; 
I have met the Lord face to face, and I am going back 
with him as my Life.” : 

In the first of the August conferences the> capacity 
of Keswick’ was pretty well taxed and again the Coun- 
cil thanked God for the increasing number of people 
who are seeking the “fulness of the blessing of the 
Gospel of Christ.” Canon Howitt was blessedly used 
of the Lord again as he brought telling messages ‘ 
daily from Ephesians. The Rev. L. L. Legters in 
the Victorious Life Hour gave clear and graphic 
presentations of God’s provision for Christian living. 
In the Say-So meeting one hundred and seven testi- 
monies were given to His praise. 

“I came to get ‘it,’ but I found Saturday night 
that I am ‘complete in ‘Him.’” 

“I am rejoicing in a greater understanding of the 
will that has been left to me by my Lord.” 

“I have rejoiced to find the message here at Kes- 
wick constructive, not tearing down other things.” 

“It was after the missionary meeting on Friday 
night that I yielded my life to the Lord, and I am 
now willing to go wherever he may need me.” 

From a Baptist minister whose life was transformed 
at the conference: “Like Martha, I have been con- 
cerned about many things, but I have renewed my 
covenant with the Lord; have taken my hands off, 
and am trusting him to do his work through me.” 

“I fought out the question of whether I could or 
could not go to the foreign field, and within ten hours 
after I yielded to the Lord the call came, and I know 
now the field in which he wants me.” 


Not Refinished But a New Heart 


From an Episcopal clergyman: “I have never found 
anything in America to compare with the spirit and 
messages of these Keswick conferences, A great 
problem in my life has been settled this week. I had 
the privilege of being in Jerusalem and the Holy Land 
last year. The reality of the Lord Jesus in those 
days was indeed very great, but not nearly so greai as 
in these days here at Keswick this week.” 

“I am taking back Jesus enthroned in my life,” 
another minister said. 

“I thank God he has not refinished me this week 
here at Keswick, but has created in me a clean heart.” 

“I thank God,” said a Bible teacher, “for warning 
me of the danger of going away too strong. I shall 
trust him to ever remind me of my weakness, but at 
the same time to remember his strength.” 

It was very impressive to hear a Canadian give 
the following statement, very earnestly and thought- 
fully: “This week I have given the Lord Jesus the 
erown rights.” 

At least five different people testified that they had 
accepted the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour. 

In the second August conference it was necessary 
again to decline registrations because of the large 
number. In the Bible Hour the Rev. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin gave wonderfully rich studies on the Gospel 
of John, the key verse being John 20:31: “But 
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” The Victorious 
Life Hour was led by Mr. Raws, and the simplicity 
of the way of victory was shown. All the meetings 
seemed to be especially under the control of God’s 
hand, and the Holy Spirit worked blessedly in meet- 
ing the needs of- those who turned to him. 

In this conference, as in each of the others, the 
missionary meeting on Friday night was profoundly 
impressive. After the presentation of the needs of 
the fields fron: a number of missionaries in brief mes- 
sages, and testimonies from several young people who 
had volunteered for the foreign field, the call to vol- 
unteer was given and fifteen young people rose tq 
their feet in the decision: “I purpose to go as a 
foreign missionary if the Lord will open the way.” 
In the Say-So meeting one hundred and eleven testi- 
fied to the blessing received. Here are a few of these 
stirring messages: 

“The Lord Jesus is not only going back with: me, 
but I thank God he is in me.” 

“T had not been on the grounds of Keswick an hour 
before I knew the Lord Jesus was here. in an unusual 
way. 

“I had-to learn to-walk all over again this week 
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at Keswick,” said a business man. “I had forgotten 
how to walk since I have been riding in the automobile 
of ease, but I go back walking by faith in him.” 

“I have been convicted of three sins this week,” 
said a young minister; “they are pride, worldliness, 
and worry, but now I have an abiding Christ in my 
life.” 

“I have often sung that chorus, ‘My cup runneth 
over with joy,’ but I did not have the joy. I have 
it now.” 

A missionary testified that Colossians 2:10 (“Ye 
are complete in him’) would go back with her to 
China since she had come to know what it really 
means to be “complete in him” — without deficiency. 

The head of a Bible school said: “God has con- 
victed me of the failure of having my quiet time, 
and I am trusting him in a new way as I go back to 
keep me from that failure again.” ; 

A Methodist minister earnestly expressed what it 
had meant to him and to several of his people to at- 
tend this conference, and he plans to come back next 
year with a “crowd” from his church. 4 ‘ 

“Today marks an anniversary of an experience in 
my life which, humanly speaking, would bow me 
down with deep sorrow, but through the life of Jesus, 
who is abiding in me, my cup is overflowing with 
re) ure 
: “I have not heard anything really new; I am glad 
to get back to the old Gospel in which I was convegted 
forty-five yeafs ago.” 

“My life would have been wrecked if I had not 
yielded my plans and health to him, but now ‘to me to 
live is Christ.’ ” 

“I felt very uncomfortable in this conference at 
first,” said a young Methodist minister, “but now I 
have completely surrendered to the Lord and am re- 
joicing in him.” 

“I knew there was a God, but I did not know him; 
I know him now, and am going back to the hospital 
where I am in training to show them how they also 
may live.” 

“I could never tell what Keswick has meant to 
me; both my son and my daughter have testified 
before me in this service. Our lives have been trans- 
formed in this place.” 

A foreign missionary testified as to how she had 
“limited the Holy One of Israel.” “I cannot tell you 
how humiliating it was to me in the morning service 
to have to stand and repeat over and over, in response 
to the speaker’s call, the words ‘in me,’ meaning that 
that glorious, wonderful Saviour and Master is im me, 
and to think of the way I have limited him and failed 
to recognize him as living in me; but I now am count- 
ing on that wonderful fact.” : 

The Labor Day week-end conference, although only 
half as long as the others, seemed just as powerful 
and as rich in results. The leaders thanked God at 
the beginning of that conference that he could work 
quickly, and he honored their faith by doing just 
that. Every available space at Keswick was taken, 
and it was necessary to decline nearly sixty peo- 
ple who applied for registration, —the largest num- 
ber of the entire summer. This in itself is a real 
testimony to the rapidly growing ministry and blessing 
of Keswick’s conferences. 

The conference opened Friday evening with a strong 
message from Mr. Legters, presenting the good news 
that Christ is living in the believer. The Bible Hour 
was conducted by the Rev. Harold S. Laird, who also 
took up the Gospel of John, presenting the central 
theme and text of each chapter. The Spirit of God 
was deeply manifested in each of these Bible periods. 
Mr. Trumbull had just returned from California and 
the Victorious Life conferences there, and his mes- 
sages on the Victorious Life were clear and convincing 
and the Lord used them mightily in bringing many 
out into a new place of triumph in Him. The mis- 
sionary meeting on the closing day was probably the 
richest and most stirring of any yet held at Keswick. 
When the call was given, following Spirit-empowered 
messages from Mrs. J. Harvey Borton and Mr. Leg- 


ters, nine young people laid their lives on the altar 


and in God’s hands in a definite purpose to follow his 
command and go as foreign missionaries if he would 
open the way. It was a heart-stirring sight at the 
close of the service to see a large group of young 
people, including those who had previously volun- 
teered, standing in a long line across the front of 
the platform and singing, “Where He leads me, I 
will fellow.” A total of sixty-four young people 
volunteered for the foreign field in the six sum- 
mer conferences this year. Truly this, in itself, is 
abundant fruit bearing and a great reason for thanks- 
giving. 

In the Say-So meeting. one hundred and thirteen 
testimonies of praise and triumph were given by those 
who had been blessed during the conference. A few 
of the many were as follows: 

“God has shown me here that he is not-only ‘no 
respecter of persons’ but also no respecter of circum- 
stances.” 

“I’m so glad I came to Keswick, for here I have 
surrendered my life to the Lord Jesus and am trusting 
him to keep me as I go back.” 

“I have learned two great things in these days of 
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the conference; first, that God is faithful; and second, 
that Christ liveth in me.” 

From a young girl: ‘“At home I have been hearing 
every one say, “You can do nothing with the young 
people of today.’ But I know now it is possible for 
Jesus Christ to do something with them.” 

“One of the greatest blessings of my life came 
through the text, ‘Whatsoever he saith unto thee, do 

“Hereafter I walk by faith and not by sight.” 

“IT am so glad I have learned at this conference 
that when we are dead to sin we are absolutely dead 
to sin, and yet we are absolutely alive in Him.” 

“He has revealed to me the great fact of his faith- 
fulness, and that solves all my problems.” 

“I’m so grateful to the Lord for the wonderful 
blessing that has come to my life at this conference 
and that my daughter today gave her life to the Lord 
for the foreign field.” 

“T heard the call of the Lord to surrender my life 
to him in a conference here last year. He sent me 
back this year.to hear his call to the foreign field.” 

“I’m so glad iny younger daughter now, as well as 
my older daughter, is going to the mission field.” 

The Labor Day Conference closed, as had each of 
the other conferences, with a message on “Our Lord’s 
Return,” and then we gathered about the table of 
the Lord in a most impressive communion service. 
Finally, following our usual custom, the people formed 
a great circle around the sides of the auditorium and 
across the platform. With great thanksgiving we 


sang, “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris- : 


tian love’; “All hail the power of Jesus’ Name”; 
“When His face [ see”; the chorus of the Glory Song; 
and “God be with you till we meet again.” As the 
benediction was pronounced it seemed but a step into 
glory and into His presence. 


Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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The Travel Institute of 
Bible Research 


N THE February 4, 1928, issue The Sunday School 

Times announced to its readers that it had entered 
upon an arrangement with an organization known as 
“The Travel Institute of Bible Research.” The 
stated objective of this organization was to “vivify 
and enhance Bible knowledge by making possible the 
study of the Holy Scriptures in the Land which gave 
them birth.” The Travel Institute of Bible Research 
was not a commercial organization in the sense that 
it was being operated for commercial gain. There 
was nothing in existence exactly like it. It had come 
into being as the result of a generally expressed de- 
sire on the part of many church workers for a land 
background to the Bible. The Institution was spon- 
sored by and operated under the direction of an inter- 
denominational board composed of well-known laymen 
and churchmen. 

The movement in general had been demonstrated 
and had proved itself of great value. Now it was to 
launch out into a wider and more comprehensive field 
of endeavor. The Institute was duly advertised. Peo- 
ple were booked; parties were organized, and in due 
time these sailed to the Holy Land. 

Upon reaching the Holy Land the method of pro- 
cedure was an entirely new departure. Instead of 
the usual sight-seeing itinerary, a regular schedule 
was outlined and the party was conducted as a Bible study 
class, the classroom being the particular place studied 
in Palestine. The schedule called for approximately 
ten days in Jerusalem, ten days in Northern Palestine 
and Syria, and four or five days in Egypt. 

In Egypt a brief background for certain Scriptural 
scenes was obtained. In Jerusalem a detailed study 
was made of each particular event described in the- 
Old and New Testaments in the exact location where 
the event took place. In studying the trip to Emmaus, 
the road to Emmaus and Emmaus itself became the 
classroom. In _ studying the tenth chapter of 
Joshua, the battlefield around Gibeon became. the 
classroom. It was far easier to understand that 
whole chapter with Gibeon on the one hand and the 
Valley of Ajalon on the other. 

Each member of the five parties was asked upon 
the completion of the study tour to state as’ briefly 
as possible his opinion of the tour and to offer sug- 
gestions and criticism. This enabled the Travel In- 
stitute of Bibie Research to find out whether or not 
it was accomplishing what it had set forth to do. 
Approximately one hundred testimonials were received. 
In these testimonials the gerieral feeling is that the 
Travel Institute is accomplishing its stated objectives 
and in a very vital manner serving the Church. 

From the suggestions and criticisms received with 
these testimonials the Travel Institute has obtained 
a great deal of valuable information and criticism. 
These suggestions and criticisms are being incorporated 
in their next year’s program, which is so organized 
as to obtain every benefit thus derived. 

In using regular line boats. on the -Mediterranean 
.work. it.iss only. natural that. the parties should find 
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these boats filled with Mediterranean peoples. This 
is a situation that is sometimes not entirely satisfac- 
tory, but after all, it is impossible to travel on the 
Mediterranean without coming in contact with Medi- 
terranean peoples. And what would the value of such 
travel be without this contact? The only way this 
situation could be relieved would be to charter boats, 
and this would of course so run the price up as to 
make the trip practically prohibitive for a great many 
of the people whom the Travel Institute of Bible Re- 
search is attempting to serve. Besides, in managing 
such a large party of people to the Holy Land at one 
time, it would be impossible to give the individual 
atiention that is being given at the present time. This 
is the main objection to large parties. 

'The Travel Institute of Bible Research has been 
successful in accomplishing what it set forth to do, 
and in view of this recognized success it is putting 
every effort into perfecting a more efficient business 
organization in New York and a better trained staff 
in the Holy Land. This it is at present doing, and 
The Sunday School Times believes that the Travel 
Institute of Bible Research will continue to improve 
and will coniinue to be of real service to those who 
love the Bible. ‘ 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














Thou shalt call his nome JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 


te shalt call his name Jesous [Hebrew form, 
Jehoshua, “Jehovah saves”], certainly an. identifi- 
cation of Jesus with the Jehovah of the Old Testa- 
ment, “for he shall save his people [apo, forth from] 
from their sins.’ A new exodus was coming 
from a spiritual Egypt and the Jehovah of the fire 
and cloud was to lead it. An important and well- 
authenticated reading of Jude 5 is, “I will therefore 
put you in remembrance .. . how the Lord Jesus, hav- 
ing saved the people out of the land of Egypt.” 

And Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:4, “For they drank 
of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that 
Rock was Christ”; and v. 9, “Neither let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were de- 
stroyed.” 

But the Jews of Christ’s time wanted to be. saved 
not out of their sins but in their sins from unpleasant 
national and personal circumstances. 


Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum- 
cision nor wuncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all (Col. 
3:11). 


The particle eni negatives not only the fact but 
the possibility of division (Lightfoot). Hence the 
Revised Version properly translates, “Where there 
cannot be “Greek, Jew, Scythian, and other divisions 
of race or distinctions of station.” It lies in the nature 
of the new society. “He cannot sin, because he is 
born of God” (1 John 3:9). He cannot indulge race 
prejudices or caste pride for the same reason. The 
implanted seed bears no such noxious bloom. : 

n Galatians 3:28 Paul iterates and reiterates the 
expréssion, “There can be neither Jew nor: Greek, 
there can be neither bond nor free, there can be no 
male and female; for ye all are one man in Christ 
Jesus.” 

This is a’ social law of the Christian state. Its 
inevitableness and inviolability is that of the physical 
laws that order the starry cosmos. This idiom is 
found only once elsewhere in the New Testament, — 
in James 1:17, “The Father of [the] lights [that is, 
of heaven], with whom there can be no variation, 
neither shadow that is cast by turning.” 

New Hampton, N. H. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother. Ruth 








’ Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteen 

1 No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions’ are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth; Boys have their problems as well as 
girls, and though I realize that your column is conducted 
for the benefit of the fair sex, I hope you won’t mind if I 
ask for a little advice. Several years ago I met a charming 
Christian girl, went with her for about a year, and in 
that time grew to care for her deeply, she apparently 
feeling the same, though nothing was said. We broke up 
over some trivial matter, however, and I did not see her 
again for over a yéar. I met her again recently, and at- 
tempted to renew the old intimacy. She responded eagerly 
at first, but of late has-seemed cold and indifferent. In: fact, 
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’. frivolity and charm that have no foun- 





_ this step that you are contemplating, and 








Lesson for October 21 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to-9 : 15 


the last time we were out. we were accompanied by another 
couple, and she appeared much more interested in my 
friend than in me. 

I was wildly jealous at first, but after talking the matter 
over with the Lord, I am beginning to wonder if this is 
God’s way of showing me that this girl is not for me. 
When I view her with an unprejudiced eye, I realize that 
though she is a Christian she is not very spiritual, and 


is something of a flirt (though perhaps most girls are ‘ 


frivolous, and I could sway her my way if she belonged to 
me); that she does not care for music or books; but at 
the same time she is so charming, so lovable, such a good 
sport, and is always so sunny tempered and such good 
company that I cannot help loving her. 
What I’m wondering about now, however, is whether 
this girl’s indifference is a sign that God is not blessing 
our friendship, or whether this is a flabby attitude on my 
part, and should I determine to win her in spite of herself! 
Perhaps if I were persistent enough I could carry her off 
her feet. On the other hand, if it is not God’s will that 
we should marry, I don’t want to force things. How is 
a fellow to know? I have prayed a lot about the whole 
thing, but I feel bewildered and unable to distinguish be- 
tween God’s leading, and the thoughts of my own heart. 
What should be my attitude? Should I continue to take 
her out, and see something of her, or drop the affair and 
let matters drift along until God ‘shows me plainly what 
he wants me to do? We fellows want his guidance as 
much as your. girls do, Mother Ruth. Please help me, and 
thanks for listening so patiently to my whole history.— 
A FRIEND. : 


EAR FRIEND: It was very interesting to get a 

letter from the boy side of the question, and when 
I finished reading it, I thought, “How-alike they all 
are!” Hearts are so warm and so full’of life, and 
wisdom does not come naturally, so we are all in 
need of the Father to lead and direct us, no matter 
what age or sex we may be. : 

‘So many times, in the exuberance of youth, a boy 
or a-girl is carried away with some attraction which 
is not the genuine article, and with such momentous 
results, one cannot afford to run risks. I knew a 
girl some yéars ago, who was altogether taken with 
the outward appearance of a boy, and gave him her 
deepest affections, only to wake up one day and find 
out he never fitted her desires, ideals, or thinking, 
and now for both of them, they go a road in which 
neither finds the congeniality or happiness they both 
should enjoy. : 

No, do not think to “sway”. her your way, if she 
belonged to you. In what does her charm consist? Can 
she think, and would you want to trust your children 
with hér implicitly? Would you be pleased to have 
your children call her “mother”? Would you be glad to 
be seen with her always in your church relations, and 
will she bring righteousness into your home? A 
“good sport” is not much to base the problems of the 
married life upon. It is all right for a “good time’ 
as you call it, but for the trials and joys of life there 
must be something deeper. I do not say this par- 
ticular girl may not have it, but you must be held by 
something stronger than you have given me, 
has planned that you should have the 
happiness that comes from being united, 
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will give you a rare blessedness that cannot be equaled 
anywhere else in life. My dear. boy, go slowly, and let 
God lead you, and do not interfere with his plan for 
ou. He will give you only that which is for your 
best good, and if you make the human choice, you 
will have to pay the price, and it will not be the fault 
of God, who I believe is having you stop and ponder 
your way. If there is a temptation to things not of 
the highest in the Lord, when in the companionship 
of this girl, do not take her out for a time, and see 
if you will not be the better for it. Put temptation 
out-of your way for a time, and see if she influences 
ou to the fine things in life, or if it is the opposite. 
Do not be afraid, but if she is inclined to flirt, read 


re sd 


the signs of that intrigue, and do not be led into fall- 
ing for her if*she tries to work on jealousy. Come up 
on higher ground, where God is evidently leading 
you, and accept the outcome, knowing he never fails 
those who put their trust in him. There is a little 
leaflet called “Rewarded At Last,” which was pub- 
lished in this department some time ago, and with the 
permission of The Sunday School Times it was 
printed and sent out by the Free Tract Society, 746 
Crocker St., Los Angeles, Cal.. I am sure the read- 
ing of this will be of value to you at this time, if 
you will send and get it. God bless you and lead 
you is the prayer of my heart for you, and may you 
yield yourself to his wisdom! 








A convention vision and what came of it 











Starting a Sunday School with Gospels 


By William H. Richie 














T A Pennsylvania State Sunday School Conven- 

tion in the fall of 1927 a few moments of one of 
the afternoon sessions were given to the presentation 
of the missionary work and service of the American 
Scripture Gift Mission of Philadelphia. Briefly it 
was told that Gospels and Testaments were sent out 
by the thousands, especially among the boys and girls 
of rural sections where there are so many who seem 
really hungry to read ’s written Word. The in- 
vitation was given to call on the Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion if anyone knew of a real need for Scriptures. 
Though without endowment and entirely dependent 
upon the gifts of Christian people, volunteer distrib- 
utors are encouraged to give the widest possible cir- 
culation to the Word. Sample portions were given 
freely to all who wanted them and felt they might 
later on have some use for these attractive illustrated 
Gospels and Testaments in their field of labor at home. 
To reach-the unchurched and unconverted with the gift 
Gospels appealed to many as a very practical method 
of personal work. 

One layman, a building contractor and active in 
Sunday-school work, caught the vision and gladly 
received a sample and some literature. A few weeks 
later, Mr. K— went on a hunting’ trip up in the wilds 
of Potter County. While there he remembered the 
vision he had gotten at the Sunday-school convention, 
of how gift Scriptures had brought blessing to other 
rural communities. He began to make some inquiry 
about conditions in the little hunting village where he 
was staying. Then, on systematically visiting the 
homes, he found eleven that did not have and never 
had had a Bible. He found that this place had been 





and walking with another. The Lord 
knows each of us better than we know 
ourselves, and in this knowledge is able 
to suit each to the other. So many times 
youth is influencétl or controlled by pas- 
sion, and it is not the part of our nature 
that God ‘would have predominate, in 
the interest of our whole future. Be- 
lieve me, when I tell you that the mar- 
riage relation can give the greatest hap- 
piness of life, when “undertaken in the 
Lord.” God never wants us to go 
blindly into life, and is willing to be 
our light, but he does not ‘lead us more 
than a “step at a time” when we seek 
guidance. Don’t be in a hurry! Bide 
your time, and God will make it plain 
to you just who the girl is to bei “When. 
you do not know what to do, do noth- 
ing,” is a wise saying. “Lose your 
chance with a girl?” If it can go so 
easily; better let it go! God is never 
in a hurry, but our enemy is. The lat- 
ter leads to unrest and confusion, but 
God leads to rest and wisdom. So walk 
with God in this most important ques- 
tion, and do not be carried away by any 





dation. ‘ 

Not “care for music or books”? 
What does she feed upon? Today in 
the home life, we need above everything 
else a prayer life, and a feeding upon 
the Bible, as the guiding chart for the 
home. And it is not a prosy life. I am 
one who can testify from actual experi- 
ence that for those who take the Word 
of God for the “lamp unto my feet” 
(Psa. 119: 105) and are ‘controHed in 


where the home is all in the Lord, there 
is no happiness in the world compared 
to it. Song, music, and the relation and 
friendships of the church, with service 
for the Master, as he shows it to you, 
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so long neglected that the young people; even up to 
twertty years of age, had never heard a public prayer 
or service. 

But when he offered to start a Union Sunday-school 
and furnish Gospels to the children the response was 
wonderful. The people came three and four miles to 
attend Sunday-school, even walking over roads im- 
passable in winter by automobile. Later on an evan- 
gelist came for a couple of weeks and many souls 
were born again and brought into the kingdom. The 
school ran regularly throughout the winter and spring 
with a remarkable record for attendance. 

About the middle of August it was the writer’s 
privilege to drop into this Sunday-school one Sunday 


afternoon, unannounced. Mr. K—and four others of us . 


were brought across country many miles by auto to 
see for ourselves what a transformation had taken 
place in the little community, and personally talk with 
some whose lives had been so gloriously changed — 
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorrup- 
tible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). 

At two o'clock there were about thirty-five of us 
assembled in the little village school house. Mr. W—, 
the big ex-lumberjack, was superintendent of the school. 
He had said to me, “There wasn’t anyone in Conrad 
who really belonged to the Lord last fall when Mr. 
K— came to us; but now there are thirty or more of 
us who do.” I wish you could have seen and heard 
him lead the school in the song “O ’tis a great change 
for me,” and then, “I am so glad that Jesus 
loves me.” It.was easy to see that a change 
had come into his -life, and that the Gospel of 
Christ. had registered in his heart. 

A unanimous vote was given, from 
the youngest child to the gray-haired, 
paralyzed woman who had to be car- 
ried in the arms of her stalwart hus- 
band, that they were all indeed grateful 
to Mr. K— for starting their school 
which had been the means of bringing 
them into a saving knowledge of Christ. 


showed them some enlarged photo- 
graphs of boys and girls in other 
schools and homes of other States who 
had received gift Gospels, and then on 
reading them through had thus earned 
a Pocket Testament. Again we offered 
a Gospel or little Book of the Acts to 
any who wanted to earn a New Testa- 
ment. One twelve-year-old girl spoke 
up and said that she had lost her Tes- 
tament. I immediately recognized her 
as Margaret B— whom I had seen an 
hour or so before in the Italian home 
that I had visited to urge the bringing 
of the little brother along with her. 
And there he was by her side, taking 
a very live and keen interest in all that 
deta as was going on. Margaret added that 
might she’d been praying that the Lord would 
well send her another Testament. I imme- 
diately said, “I think the Lord is going 
to answer your prayer this afternoon, 
for I have a Testament in my case 
that I’m sure he wants me to give to 
you.” She was a happy little gérl in- 
deed, and I think she will wear out this, 
Testament rather than lose it. ~ 

Such. blessing resulting from the 
prayerful distribution of Scriptures 
must cause rejoicing in Heaven; and 
the Scripture Gift Mission (119 South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia) wel- 








rough an error of the editors another cartoon instead of this was used in the 
Times of September 8 with the Temperance Lesson of September 23. Because of 
its convincing message the Times is assured that many will welcome this vigorous 
Picture-sermon from Dr. Pace, and it is perhaps even more timely now in view of 


imminent issue confronting the nation. 


comes the prayerful co-operation of all 

who love the Word and desire that it 

“may have free course and be glorified.” 

Samples are gladly sent on request. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


In speaking before the school, we, 
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Stories Worth Remembering on Christian Stewardship 


Being the Illustration Round-Fable for the Sunday-school lesson of October 21 








Tithing or Giving ?—They gave of their own accord 
(8:3). Mamie had a bright silver dollar given her. 
She asked her father to change it into dimes. “What 
is that for, dear?” he asked. “So that I can get the 
Lord’s part out of it.” And when she got the smaller 
coins, she laid out one of the ten. “There,” she said, 
“T will keep that until Sunday.” When Sunday came, 
she went to the box in the church and dropped in 
two dimes. “Why,” said her father, “I thought you 
gave one-tenth to the Lord.” “I said one-tenth be- 
longs to him, and I can’t give to the Lord what is 
his own. ‘So, if I give him anything, I have to give 
him what is mine.”—/l'rom Christian Witness. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


The Altered Check.—The fellowship in the min- 
istering to the saints (v. 4). A story is told of Henry 
Thornton. An appeal was made to him for missions, 
and he made out a check for five pounds. Before the 
ink was dry a telegram was handed to him. He 
opened it, and turned ashy white. He said to the 
visitor: “I have just received bad news. I have lost 
thousands of pounds. Give me back the check.” The 
visitor supposed that now the check would be canceled, 
but Mr. Thornton altered the five pounds to fifty, 
saying, “God has just taught me that I may not much 
longer possess my property, and that I must use it 
well,.”"—From Scraps. Sent by W. E. Griffin, Atlantic 
City, N. J. 


One Cause of Spiritual Illness.—We exhorted... 
he would also complete in you this grace also 
(v. 6). Shear the sheep? Yes, frequently and close. 
Is it not hard on the sheep to shear them? Not at 
all. It is good for them in évery way. If sheep are 
not sheared they become unhealthy. How many of 
God’s saints are surfeited with the things of this 
world? Their spirituality is smothered by an excess 
of the things of this life. Many are sick because 
their lives have no outlet. Their affections are 
turned after their earthly possessions and not set on 
things above—From Ten Years in Texas, by Gam- 
brell, Sent by W. C. Garberson, Longmont, Colo. 


How Much Shall We Keep?—Sce that ye abound 
in this grace also (v. 7). There was a servant of 
God who had a little girl, and he -was anxious that 
she should be brought up to serve Him, and he 
wanted to teach her that we shou'd give one-tenth 
of our possessions to God. One day he called her 
into his study, where-he had arranged ten piles of 
money. And he said: “You see, I have ten piles of 
money here. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine—they belong to me; but this tenth one 
belongs to God.” The little girl said: “Oh, Father, 
are you going to keep all the nine for yourself?” 
—From. The King’s Business. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Warsaw, N. 


Treasure for Her New Home.—Abound in this 
grace also (v.7). A poor widowed laundress lost her 
only child, a daughter. A few days after the funeral she 
calied on the clergyman who.had attended her daughter 
in her illness, and, handing him a packet- containing 
twenty pounds, asked that it might. be conveyed to 
some missionary society. The clergyman, knowing well 
her circumstances, naturally remonstrated; but with 
great modesty she urged him to .také. it, and said: 
“When my child was born I thought, ‘She'll live te 
get married some of these days,’ and I thought I 
would begin to put by a little sum to be a store for 
her then, and I began that day with sixpence. You 
know what happened last week. Well, I thought to 
myself, the heavenly Bridegroom has come, and He 
has called her Home to be His bride; and I thought, 
as He has taken the bride, it is only right He should 
have the dowry,.”—From The Christian. -Sent by W. 
R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. Prise illustration. 


Postponing Giving.—Proving . . . the sincerity also 
of your love (v. 8). 


“WHaT IS THAT IN THINE Hann?” 
“It’s not what you’d do with a million, 
If riches should e’er be your lot; 
But what are you doing at present 
With the dollar and quarter you’ve got?” 


—From The King’s Business. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


Watched Dad Contribute.—He that soweth spar- 
ingly shall reap also sparingly (9:6). When the 
family returned from Sunday morning service, father 
criticized the sermon, daughter thought the choir’s 
singing atrocious, and mother found fault with the 
organist’s playing. But the subject had to be dropped 
when the small boy of the family piped up: “But 
it was a good show for a nickel, don’t you think, Dad?” 


—From The Illinois Farmer, Sent by G. E. Walden, 
McLeansboro, Ill. 


Where His Treasure Really Was.—He that soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly (v. 6). 
Hicu Rent 
He dropped a nickel in the plate, 
Then meekly raised his eyes; 


Glad the weekly rent was paid 
For the mansion in the skies, 


—From The Friendly Messenger. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


What His Reward Depended On.—He that soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bowntifully (v. 6). There 
is an old story that contains good advice. A minister 
who was to preach in a strange church took his little 
son along. Noticing a collection box in the vesti- 
bule he put in a coin. After the service was over, 
the treasurer asked the minister to wait until he 
received the offering for the visiting minister. He 
opened the box already mentioned. It contained the 
single coin which the minister had put in. On the 
way home the little lad said, “Father, if you had put 
more in you would have got more out.” This rule 
holds good at all timés——Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


The True Spring of Stewardship.—Let each man 
do according as he hath purposed in his heart: not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth @ cheer- 
ful giver (v. 7). . Give, not from the top of your 
purse, but from the bottom of your heart.-From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by G. R. Collmer, Zacapa, 
Guatemala, C. A. : 


“While It Is Called Today.”—Let each man do 
according as he hath purposed in his heart (v. 7). 
A certain godly woman unexpectedly received a 
legacy of $5,000. True to her practice maintained in 
poverty she at once put $500 into her Tenth Box 
and it waS used in Christ’s work. She never men- 
tioned the disposal of the tenth, but after her death 


there was found entered in her diary the day she re-- 


ceived the legacy: “Quick, quick, before my heart 
gets hard.”"—From Alliance Weekly. Sent by Mrs. 
Lura E. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


An Uneasy Conscience.—Not grudgingly, or of 
necessity (v. 7). A man was once asked for a dona- 
tion for some church purpose, but excused himself by 
saying: “I am fattening a calf, and when it’s fat, 
I'll give the proceeds.” The same excuse was given 
three times over in responsé to appeals. One day he 
was approaching church, a little late, and heard the 
choir singing, “The half has nevér yet been told,” 
and thought, in the distance, the words were, “The 
calf has never yet been sold.” Conscience stricken, 
he.sold the calf and gave the proceeds to the church. 
—From 1000 IIlustrations. Sent by Mrs. S. M. 
McConnell, Monmouth, Ill. 


Why He Gave.—Not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver (v. 7). A wise old 
German once said, “I likes to give villingly; vhen 
I gives villingly it enjoys me so much I gives again.” 
—From Christien Herald. Sent by Emma S. Keller, 
Brookiyn, N. Y. 


His Reward Lost.—God loveth a@ cheerful giver 
(v. 7). I heard ef a rich man who was asked to 
make a contribution on behalf of some charitable 
object. The text, “He that hath pity upon the poor 
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given 
will he repay him again,” was quoted to him. The 
man said that the security might be good enough, but 
the credit was too long: He was dead within two 
weeks.—From D: L. Moody. Sent by Mrs. Lura E., 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


A Poor Substitute for Giving.—God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver (v..7). A Scotch minister in. need of funds 
thus conveyed his intentions to his congregation: 
“Weel, friends, the kirk is urgently in need of silver, 
and as we have. failed to get money honestly, we will 
have ‘to see what a bazaar can do for us.”—From W. 
H. Bowman, in “Money.” Sent by Mrs. Lura E. 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


Giving That Costs Little—God loveth a cheerful 
giver (v. 7). A little girl and her mother were walk- 
ing in the orchard one evening. The girl said to her 
mother: “Ma, I wish you would give me an apple 
tree for my own.” “Why, dear, they are all yours 
as much as mine,” said the mother. “But,” said the 
girl, I want one to give all the fruit it bears to God.” 
Her mother then told her to select any tree she 
chose. She selected the most thrifty looking tree in 





the orchard, and laying her hands upon it, said with 
much solemnity, “Tree, from now on you belong 
to God!”"—From The Evangelical Messenger. Sent 
by Wm. D. Combs, Oneida, N. Y. ' 


Recorded in Heaven.—God loveth a cheerful giver 
(v. 7). A poor Irish woman went to a priest in 
Boston and asked him to forward to Ireland her help 
for the famine sufferers. “(How much can you spare?” 
asked the priest. “I have a hundred dollars saved,” 
she said, “and I can spare that.” “What is your 
name,” he asked, “that I may have it published?” “My 


-name?” said the brave soul, counting out her money; 


“don’t mind that, sir. Just send them: the help, and 
God will know my name.”—From~ Sunday School 
Chronicie. Sent by Miss G. B. Dowen, Kingston 
Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Before All Other Gifts.—First they their 
own selves to the Lord (Golden Text). ost people 
think the Gospel is an invitation to do something for 
God. There could not be a greater mistake. “A 
drunkard, very conscious of his weakness and help- 
lessness, was urged by a-lady to ‘Sign the pledge and 
keep it.’ ‘But,’ cried the distressed man, ‘I don’t 
want something to keep! I néed something to keep 
me!’ Thank God, he soon did get, not something, 
but Some One who kept him—that Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom it is said, ‘He is able 
to keep.’ ”—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


Nothing Held Back.—First they gave their own 
selves to the Lord (Golden Text). Some one has said 
wittily enough: “Christianity is a ‘personal’ religion 
— ‘purse and all.’” Certainly when we give ourselves 
to Christ there is nothing we can hold back from 
him.—From the British Weekly. Sent by S. Ed- 
wards, Brantford, Ont. 


Her First Personal Work.—First they gave their 
own selves to the Lord (Golden Text). A little girl, 
who had been listening to a sermon which urged 
efforts to bring people to Jesus, said, “I think I'll 
bring somebody to Him.” “Who will it be?” asked 
her father. “I think Pll bring myself first!” was the 
child’s reply. That is one kind of evangelism that 
is always possible—the winning of one’s own heart 
to Christ. We must ourselves first be saved before 
we can win others—From The Christian Union Her- 
ald. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Christian and Socialist Generosity.—First they 


gave their own selves to the Lord (Golden Text). . 


Some one made this remark on the difference between 


Christianity and present-day Socialism. Socialism 


says: “You must give me some of yours.” Chris- 
tianity says: “I must give you some of mine.” This 
is a great and a striking difference. The first is the 
‘Spirit of greed and gold, the second is the spirit of 
grace and godliness —Sent by John Fleck, Prince 
Edward Island, Canada. 


“ft -Qnly -Want -Yeu.”—First they gave their own 
selves tothe Lord (Golden Text). <A brother, going 
to spend -2 day in a large city, said to his invalid ‘sister, 
“Can I buy anything for you, dear?” -‘Nothing, 
dear; don’t bring anything, I only want you. Come 
home .as«soon:as you can.” All that day her. words 
rang in his ears, “I only want you.” My friend, have 
you sometimes wanted to give to the Father prayers, 
tears, money, and service? His yearning call to you 
is, “I only want you.” Consecrate yourself to him, 
give him all the love of your heart, and then your 
glad service, earnest devotion, and fervent prayers 
will be acceptable as evidence of a loving heart 
all His——From S. S. Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Whose Are We?—First they gave their own selves 
to the Lord (Golden Text). To own and to possess 


are not the same. There is a difference between the ~ 


two words. I uséd to both own and possess a cer- 
tain umbreila. Now I own it still but somebody else 
possesses it. So sad to say, though God owns us still, 
too often the world possesses us.—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto. 


What Every One Can Give.—First they gave their 
own selves to the Lord (Golden Text). Thomas H. 
Huxley was a severe critic and a chronic neglecter 
of religion in his day, but he said one thing that évery 
church member ine America ought to remember: “It 
doesn’t take much of a man to be a Christian, but it 
takes all there is of -him.”—From Homiletic Review. 
ip by J. E. Williamson, Egremont, Cumberland, 

g. 

(Continued on page 580) 
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Lessen for October 21 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9: 1g 
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
International Uniform Lesson.—2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9: 15 
: Golden Text.—First they gave their own selves to the Lord.—2 Cor. 8:5 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


Love which does not express itself in sacrifice is 
already turning to ingratitude. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Corinthians 8:1.—The grace of God, The grace 
is primarily God’s gift. Secondarily it is used of the 
effects which are produced by the reception of ‘the 
gift. Amd that is rather the meaning here. 


Verse 2.—In much proof of affliction, that they were 
put to the proof by much tribulation. The Greek 
word translated “proof” seems to have the double 
meaning of testing or examining and of approval after 
such examination. Affliction. The Greek word has 
reference to pressure, oppression, crushing. It is con- 
nected with the Latin word which lies at the root of 
eur English word “tribulation.” 


Their joy and their deep poverty. Notice the vivid 
contrast. Joy would have prompted liberality. Pov- 
erty would have forbidden it. But in happy paradox 
the two have co-operated. Their poverty is great, 
but through exuberant joy has expressed itself in a 
liberality out of all proportion to their means. Deep 
poverty hardly does justice to Paul’s Greek. It is 
poverty down to the very depths. Such a phrase 
would be used of poverty extending even to the neces- 
saries of life. Probably most of the members of these 
churches were poor folks. Yet Lydia at Philippi_and 
Jason at Thessalonica were evidently well to do. Pos- 
sibly poverty is to be connected with affliction. The 

erty of the Christians was due to fines that had 
Coen inflicted upon them just because they were Chris- 
tians. Yet this had not interfered with their loving 
spirit. Abounded. Indicates a refusal to be limited 
by considerations of what might reasonably be ex- 
pected of them by the commonplace, the obvious, or 
the conventional (Isaacs). Liberality. Literally, sim- 
plicity. Compare 2 Corinthians 1:12; 11:3; Ephe- 
sians 6:5; Colossians 3:22; Matthew 6:22; Romans 
12:8; James 1:5. This last instance explains the 
connection of the word with givimg. When God gives 
he asks one question only, Is there need? 

Verse 3.—Of their own accord, better, of their own 
desire. 

Verse 4.—With much entreaty. It was their own 
desire pressed upon us with great insistence. This 
grace and the fellowship. There is no this in the 
Greek. The grace and the fellowship express one 
complete idea. In verse 1 grace meant that Mace- 
donian generosity was God’s gift to the Macedonians. 
Here the gift and the participation seem to mean_that 
the privilege of sharing in the collection was God’s 
gift to them. e 

Verse 5—Not as we had hoped. Not only as we 
4 hoped: They went far beyond our expectation: 

he 


y gave their own selves tothe Lord, and to us: 


' The juxtaposition might give an-impréssion of ~irrev- 
erence, so through the wili of God is’ added in explana- 
tion. Their first- thought was:to give themselves to 


the Lord, then because it was God’s pleasure they put 


themselves into our hands. 


Verse 6.—Complete in you this grace also. In addi- 
tion to all the blessings you have received, to bring 
this privilege also within your reach, this God-given 
privilege of liberality. 

Verse 9.—The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. 
Isaacs, the Rector of Hemingby Lincolnshire, in a 
fascinating study in this Epistle quaintly writes, “A 
word is a vehicle for a thought. When the thought 
is divine and the speech human it is not surprising 
that the vehicle is overcrowded. In the case of grace, 
the very limited accommodation is severely overtaxed. 
That for which grace stands is greater even than love: 
Love ‘is the given impulse. Grace connotes all this 
and the gift as well. It presents both the sentiment 
and its expression, both the abstract and the concrete. 
Grace means God’s love in action.” The apostle seems 
to say, I have cited the Macedonians as an example 
of what can be done, but you yourselves know without 
my reminding you a far more cogent example. You 
know the infinite value and cost of the boon conferred 
upen you by Christ. 

He became poor. The indefinite past tense (aorist) 
used here does not refer to a process of gradual im- 
poverishment as the English seems to imply. It speaks 
of a single act. He accepted a life of poverty. 

Chapter 9:6.—He that soweth. Corinth was a com- 
mercial city, and when a business man became a Chris- 
tian he did not necessarily shed his business instincts. 


Devotional eg Psa. 95: 1-74. 
Primary Topic: Glad Giving. 
Lesson Material: 2 Cormthians 8: x to 9: 15. 
Memory Verse: God loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Cor. 9: 7d. 
Junior Topic : Glad Giving. 
Lesson Material: 2 Corinthians 8: 1 tog: 15. 
Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 9: 76. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic: What is God’s Claim en Us? 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Principles of Christian Stew- 











The portion of the. text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
831-9; 9:6, 7, 15 
8:1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the 
grace of God which hath been given in the churches of 
Macedonia; 2 how that in much proof of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their ‘liberality. 3 For according to 
their power, I bear witness, yea and beyond their power, 
they gave -of their own accord, 4 beseeching us with. much 
entreaty in regard of this grace and the fellowship in the 


ministering to the saints: 5 and this, not as we had hoped, 


but first they gave their own selves to the Lord, and to 
us through the will of God. 6 Insomuch that we exhorted 
Titus, that as he had made a beginning before, so he would 
also complete in you this grace also. 7 But. as ye abound 
in everything, in faith, and utterance, and » 

in all earnestness, and in * your leve to us, sce that ye 
abound in this grace also. 8 I speak not by way of com- 
mandment, but as proving through the earnestness of others 
the sincerity also of your love. 9 For ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that, ye through his poverty 
might become rich. c 


9:6 But this I say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he that soweth *bountifully shall reap 
also * bountifully. 7 Let each man do according as he hath 
purposed in his heart; not ‘ grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

15 Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. 

1Gr., singleness. See Rom. 12:8. 
authorities read, our love to you. 

Comp. ver. 5. *Gr., of sorrow. 


2Some ancient 
8 Gr., with blessings. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








In all financial matters such instincts were apt to 
assert themselves as here. Such a Christian is anxious 
to be just before he is generous, to act from a sense 
of duty rather than upon emotional impulse. And all 
this is quite right. But it is not all that there is 
to be said in the case. Paul is confronted here with 
such attitude. He cannot condemn it, but he wants 
to dirett it and to concede to it all the assurances to 
which it is entitled. I promise you results, you shall 
see a return for your outlay, but beware lest in an 


excessive regard for results yotir simplicity of motive 
de. tainted I 


€isaacs). Bounttfully. Literally, “on the 

ground of blessing,” that is, because he has received 
blessing. . vos 

.Verse_7——According. ashe hath. purposed in -his 

heart. Giving is. mot to be haphazard, or merely emo- 

tional. There is to be the steady purpose of heart 





Macedonian Givers 
By Amos R. Wells 


iB cud were humble and poor, they were fiercely 
oppressed, but still they could give, and they 
gave of their best. They willingly gave, of their 
own glad accord; and divinely they gave, with the 
ce of the Lord. That grace was their riches, a 
iberal dower; they gave of their power, and over 
their power. Their joy so abounded, exulting in 
Christ, as a fountain of giving it fully sufficed. 

'\ First giving themselves to their glorious King, 
their possessions besides they were happy to bring. 
So eager their gifts from their poverty’s store, they 
begged us to take them, and more, and yet more. 
Their golden example, like seeds in the ground, in 
the giving of others a harvest has found; but most 
in God’s favor the recompense lives, for the Lord 
loves the soul that cheerfully gives. Yes, he that 
sows sparingly, grudging and mean, the poorest 
of crops in his field shall be seen; while he that 
sows freely, with liberal hand, a bountiful harvest 
shall honor his land. And all is of Christ, who in 
marvelous love came down to our need from his 
riches above, the weight of our poverty richly to 
lift: now thanks be to God for his wonderful Gift! 


- 











through it all. Heart, here as always in the Bible, 


- refers not to the feelings but to the reason and will. 


Grudgingly. Literally, out of grief. The gift is 
not acceptable to God when it is wrung out of an 
unwilling person. Cheerful. The Greek word means 
even more than this. It means one who is merry and 
happy. That is how our gifts are to be made to God. 

Verse 15.—His unspeakable gift. God’s great gift 
is set in vivid contrast to our lesser ones. This is 
the ultimate root reason for all Christian giving. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. The motives for giving 
€1) God’s gift of his-Son (9:15) 
(2) Other blessings received (9: 6) 
(3) The needs of others (8: 4). 
Sau Personal experience of what need means (8: 
2). 
2. The content of our giving 
(1) Ourselves (8:5) 
(2) Our possessions (8: 4) 
3. The manner of our giving 
(1) Eagerly (8:3) 
(2 Cheerfully (9:7) 
(3) Liberally (9:6) 


Golden Topics 


1. Money is a searching test of character. Tell me 
how a man spends his money, and I will tell you 
what sort of man he is. 


2. Money is- a sacred trust from God. Compare 
Luke. 16:11. . We are not at liberty to spend our 


money just as we choose without reference to the will 
of God. 


3. Notice the ways in which money suggests the 
power of God himself. (1) .It represents its owner 
or donor in the place where it is being used. This 
reminds us of God’s omnipresence. (2) It represents 
its donor even after he is dead and gone. This re- 
minds us of God’s eternity. (3) It has such marvel- 
ous power of achievement. Money can accomplish a° 
great deal. This suggests God’s omnipotence. Yet 
note its limitations (cf. Psa. 49:8). 


4. Christian giving is to take cognizance of the 
following matters: (1) There must be no running 
into debt (Rom. 13:8). (2) There must be thrifty 
care for those dependent upon us (1 Tim. 5:8). (3) 
When these matters have been conscientiously ob- 
served the Christian may begin to indulge in the joy 
of giving. The Bible norm or standard of giving is 
the tithe. Ten percent of one’s whole income is to 
be thus devoted to the Lord. That was the simple 
condition of earthly blessing under the old covenant. 
The Christian is not under the law but under grace. 
It is therefore open to him to argue that the ten per- 
cent is not a matter of obligation. And quite con- 

i may ‘be Christian men for whom to 
give ten percent of their income would be an utter 
impossibility. The Lord knows and understands. If 
there be first a willing mind that is the main thing (2 
Cor. 8:12). On the other hand, there are surely men 
for whom the mere tithe would bean entirely inade- 
quate amount. But for the bulk of us the old law in 
all its literalness still holds good. And it is to be 
remembered that under the old law. there were still 
freewill offerings and: thank offerings in addition to 
the regular tithe. The last was obligatory, while the 
former were voluntary. 

We must be careful to relate these principles to 
the actual circumstances of our pupils. The prin- 
ciple is the same whether it has to do with a boy’s 
pocket money or a girl’s dress allowance or the in- 
come of a millionaire. On the whole subject of 
tithing by all means consult if possible a book by 
P. W. Thompson, M.A., entitled “The Whole Tithe” 
(published by Marshall Bros., 24-25 Paternoster Row, 
E. C. 4, London, 6 shillings, net). 

Perhaps I may also be allowed to add a word of 
personal testimony. Some twenty years ago the Lord 
showed us that tithing was still his wilt for the 
Christian. Systematically we began to set aside a 
tenth of all income. I began a little separate account 
book with double cash columns. On one side I en- 
tered all moneys received in one column, with the 
tenth of the amount in the other column. On the 
opposite side I entered the persons or causes to whom, 
after prayer and thought, I decided to give the money. 
The balance at any moment showed where I had given 
more than the tithe, or where in response to some 
special appeal I found that I had something which was 
still evidently owing to the Lord. From that time 
onward God has greatly blessed us in this matter. I 
cannot explain it, but we have found that somehow 
nine-tenths of our income goes much farther than 
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ten-tenths used to do. I cannot explain. But it is 
just God’s gracious fulfillment of his own Word (Mal. 
3: 10). 

5. In this lesson let us bear in mind two things: (1) 
No gift can possibly atone for sin or purchase God’s 
favor. No one has any right to give to God except 
one who is already God’s child. (2) If you love you 
will want to give. God gave because he loved. And 
if we love God we cannot help giving. 


Final Word 


“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, ... 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and, 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3: 10). 


TunNnsRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT ground did Paul have the right to use 
Macedonia in his appeal to the Corinthians? 


2. How was his own honor at stake in the matter? 

3. How was their honor at stake? h 

4. What do you regard as the strongest appeal he 
makes for giving? (Personal.) 

5. What is there peculiar about Paul’s collections? 

6. What secret in regard to the churches of Macedonia 
does Paul give that would solve the present financial 
troubles of the churches of America? 

7. How does giving enhance the satisfaction in pos- 
sessing? 

8. Does the New Testament abrogate the tithe? 

9. What is the: first necessary conception to a proper 
program of Christian stewardship? 

10. Is there. anything material, or spiritual, that one 
can call absolutely his own 

11. What statements of Scripture can you gate that 
establish God’s absolute ownership of all things 

12. And what passages establish man’s possession under 


~God’s good hand, of all things? 


«~ 


13. What. Scriptures teach that God expects man to 
recognize him as the owner of all things? 

14. What Scriptures teach man’s accountability in this 
partnership with God? 

15. What is the greatest incentive to full Christian 
stewardship, eeormese in words of Scripture? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Solution of Problems.—First they gave their 
own selves to the Lord (8:5). Dr. Samuel W. Graf- 
flin has a fine lecture which he calls “Life a Great 
Adventure.” If you ever have the opportunity, be 
sure to hear it. But life is not an adventure unless 
you choose to have it so. Invest in oil lands, or gold 
mines, or business, or an orange farm like these here 
in Florida, and you will have an adventure. The oil 
well may strike salt water. The vein of ore may 
fault. Styles may change, and the business flunk. 
Jack Frost may come along again as he did in 1895, 
and goodnight orange orchard! (P. S.—He came 
along in 1927.) But life is not like that if you do 
not want it to be. Life is a sure thing if you say 
so. Here in our text we have that which knocks all 
adventure out of life. “They first gave their own 
selves.” “Seek ye first” (Matt. 6:33). That is to 
say, when_we go into life as God’s property, he takes 
care of his. own (John 10:28, 29). There is many 
another promise which will occur to the elect. The 
trouble with so many is that when they present them- 
selves unto the Lord they keep a string to the present! 
Like the farmer who gives the boy a calf and then 
when the calf is grown sells it, and the boy never sees 
“hide nor hair” of the money! The boy discovers that 
the calf proposition was only an adventure for him 
—and a mighty poor one at that. But a sure thing 
for Dad. And by the way, transactions like that often 
explain “why boys leave the farm” for a substantial 
life of adventure elsewhere. In the Young People’s 
societies they have “Consecration Meetings.” If all 
the young people would mean business in this giving 
of “their own selves to the Lord,” how the old church 
would boom and prosper, and what a community it 
would be, and how happy and successful the lives of 
those who place themselves into the hands of the Lord. 


__fHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $l adozen. - 
1. October 7.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 19: 1-41; Ephesians 4 : 1-16 
2. October 14.—Spiritual Gifts ....... 1 Corinthiams 12 to 14 
3. October 21.—Christian Stewardship 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 
4- October 28.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem 
Acts 20:1 to 21:17; 2 Corinthians 11 : 28 
s- November 4.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13 : 1-14 
6. November 11.—Peace and Good Will Among Men 
Romans 12: 1-at 
7. November 18.—Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 23:35 
8 November 25.—The Prayers of Paul (May be used as a 
Thanksgiving Lesson.) Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 1 : 8-10; 
Ephesians 1 : 1§-23; 3 : 14-21; 1 Thessa‘onians 1 : 2-5 
9. December 2.—Paul Before His Judges.Acts 24:1 to 26 : 32 
10. December 9.—Paul Goes to Rome : 5 
Acts 27:1 to 28:31; Romans 1: 8-15; Philippians 1 : 12-14 
11, December 16.—Paul amd His Friends 
Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 16.: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philem. 
12. December 23.—Paul’s Last Message....2 Timothy 4 : 1-18 


rT, 
Christmas Lesson.—The Birth of Jesus......... Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 30.—Review: Paul, the World Christian 
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Right here is the solution of all church and personal 
problems. 


Gardening.—He that soweth sparingly shall se / 
also sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully s 

reap also bountifully (9:6). As Uncle Eben expresses 
it, “Them what gives, gits.” While this axiom is laid 
down in the matter of gifts for the advancement of 
things that are for the good of the world, yet it so 
happens that it is one of the principles upon which 
God has founded the world. When I was first mar- 
ried (and last married, too, for that matter), we had 
a fine kitchen garden back of El Nidito, from which 
in summer we got a very substantial part of the 
living in the new home. Instead of having to patronize 
the butcher, we thrived on and gloried in fried egg 
plant and corn fritters and tomatoes with cream gravy. 
Our asparagus on toast beat fried chicken to a frazzle. 
While for dessert, what could beat. strawberry short 
cake with our own big berries! . As for peas and beans, 
new potatoes and sweet corn, oh, you poor city dweller, 
you've never really tasted vegetables! Now in my 
gardening operations, I soon discovered that if I 
wanted good returns I had to “slap in the seed.” 
“Skinny sowin’ brings skinny crops,” as Uncle. Billy 
says. I have just heard a lecture by Dr.. Terry on 
“Prodigal America.” The prodigal son sowed waste 
and reaped husks, The five and three-talent men sowed 
talents and reaped talents. The one-talent man reaped 
censure. The Nazarene who told these parables sowed 
prodigally and has been reaping all down_the cen- 
turies. Please note, Jesus gave his own self. Every 
once in a while you will read of the death of the 
founder and maker of some great enterprise. The man 
“worked himself to death,” dying long before his 
time. He sowed his own self. In railroads, it has 
been Thomas -A. Scott, and_ almost every president 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad after him. In manu- 
facture, a William Wood and a William Leeds. In 
utilities, an H. M. Byllesby and a Morris Stroud, 
Jr. In religion, a D. L. Moody and a Wilbur Chap- 


man, a Sankey, and an Alexander. In temperance, a _ 


Frances Willard and an Anna Shaw. And many 
more will suggest themselves. Those who give little 
accomplish little and get little. Stewardship is no 
ten percent business. A seller of goods gets his ten 
percent. Stewardship is first presenting oneself. After 
that giving takes care of itself (Acts 20:35). 


A Scarce Article—For God loveth a cheerful 
giver (v. 7). In all the world’s history there never 
were such givers as those who give in America at 
the présent time. But among “those who have it,” 
cheeriul giving is a rather scarce article, if you can 
call a grace or habit an article. “What! not another 
drive so soon!” is the cry that goes up where you 
live and where we live. However, we go along with 
the procession, and like as not, we may be on one or 
another of the teams. We usually “go down” not for 
what we can afford, not because of our consuming in- 
terest in the Boy Scout, the hospital, the church, the 
Christian Association, but we “go down” in the pro- 
portion that others in our social strata give. The 
only “hilarious” givers that I know are our colored 
brethren. I have seen four collections taken up at 
the same camp-meeting service, and you could hear 
the happy “ha-haws” and the loud “guff-faws” all 
over the grove as the leaders on the platform en- 
thused things along. Oh, yes, folks give and give 
liberally, but “it is like drawing teeth to get the money 
out of them,” as I heard one solicitor say. There are 
cheerful givers, to be sure. . Not those who give it 
when they die, but those who have the fun of their 
lives in handing it out to bless folks and town and 
nation. Mr. Carnegie did not wait until he died, but 


had his fin while he lived. Mr. Rockefeller and his 
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son, as I write, are having the: time of their lives 
hunting down the elusive hookworm, boll weevil, sleep- 
ing. sickness, cancer, consumption, and: all the other 
“bugs” that prey upon the human race directly or 
through cattle and crops. There are also similar 
givers in smaller places giving their means, giving 
themselves ungrudgingly, gladly, cheerfully — but sup- 
pose you count them up where you live! Not so awful 
many. But these are they who get the fun out of life. 
In this connection, go to the library and get “Dollars 
6:38) by Edward Bok. (See Prov. 11:24; Luke 

: 38. 

Coatesvitte, Pa, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF ANALYsIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson into its elements. 











Epes section before us is not the only portion of 
the writing to the Corinthians in which Paul deals 
with the matter of Christian stewardship. There 
are illuminating directions in the First Letter, for 
instance, and if we were to employ the principle of 
correlation we might bring together for organization 
all that we could find in his writings that bears on 
the subject. However, since: the lesson itself in its 
entirety is rather comprehensive, it seems better to 
suggest the principle of thinking the lesson into its 
elements. In utilizing this principle, an analysis by 
Dr. James M. Gray is here offered as suggestive. His 
analysis covers the two chapters which constitute the 
lesson. He says that Paul enjoins the duty of giving: 
(8 ~ the example of the churches in Macedonia 

21-4). 
(St id the sense of congruity in the Christian life 

i 3 2 : 

3. As a proof of their love and gratitude to Jesus 
Christ (8:8, 9). 

4. In consideration of what they professed to be 
willing to do (8:10, 11). 

5. The offering would be appreciated not according 
to its size, but the spirit in which it was given (8:12). 

6. The care of the poor saints should not fall on a 
few (8: 13-15). 

eS be apostle’s honor was at stake (8:24, also 
9:3, 4). | isle are 

8. As they sowed they would reap (9:6): 

9. God was able to reward them (9: 8-11). 

10. They. would thus glorify God (9:13). ° 

11. They would thus secure the love and prayers of 
the saints (9:14). : 


There is-a briefer analysis in the Scofield Reference 


Bible, and also a summary of the Christian doctrine ~ 


of giving based upon the wider study suggested above. 
Christian giving is (1) a “grace,” (2) voluntary, (3) 
a privilege of rich and poor, (4) proportional to in- 
come, (5) rewarded by joy, increased ability to give, 
increased thankfulness, and the glorifying of God and 
the Gospel. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
we 


The Hlustration_Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for’ each illustration 
meoapted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex laining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text imdicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


(Commencing this week on page 578) 


One Thing Left to Give.—First they gave their 
own selves to the Lord (Golden Text). A clergy- 
man once said, “Do you know that Campbell Morgan 
came to this country and preached one sermon that 


destroyed forty years of my sermons? For’ forty 


years I had been preaching on the duty of sacrifice — 
denying things to ourselves, giving up this and that. 
We practiced it in our family. We would give up 
butter one week and try to use the money in some 
way that God might bless. Another week we would 
give up something else, and so on. Campbell Morgan 
said that what we needed to give up was not things 
but self; and that was the only thing we had not 
given up in our home. We had given up everything 
under the sun, but self.".—From The Victorious Life, 
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Lesson for October 21 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9: 18 


by An. Unknown Christian. Sent by 
W.-C. Garberson, Longmont, Colo. 


A Safe Promissory Note.—First they 
ave ... to the Lord (Golden Text). 

ean Swift’s congregation once com- 
plained of the length of his sermon on 
charity. He promised to make his next 
one short. So announcing the text, “He 
that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto 
the Lord,” he closed the Bible, and said, 
“If you like the security, down with the 
cash,” and that was the sermon.—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for making us stewards or 
caretakers of any part of thy resources. 
Thou hast set every one of us over posses- 
sions -which are ours to use for thee. May 
we realize what it means to have this high 
privilege. Teach us to use time and strength 
and money aright. May we not claim for 
self what thou hast put at our disposal, but 
remember that only as we use what we have 
as belonging to thee shall we be faithful stew- 
ards in thy sight. And first of all, our 
Father, may we truly give ourselves to be 
thine own, holding back nothing from thee. 
In the name of our Lord Jesus we pray. 
Amen. } 


After the Lesson.—Some of us begin 
wrong with our ideas of giving. If we 
save out a few pennies or a few dollars 
to give for the. Lord’s work, we think 
we have done pretty well. But perhaps 
we have saved out, held back, and have 
never given the gift that ought to come 
first — ourselves! How about that gift? 
Have you made it unto the Lord? When 
you have really given yourself to him, 
the rest of the giving isn’t a tug at all! 
The reason most of us give so little of 
our money is because we have given so 
little of ourselves. Why hold back? It 
is wonderful to see how God uses those 
who give themselves to him. Let us 
pray. 


GIVING MEF To THE LORD 


WHICH FIRST? 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I Am Thine, O. Christ.” 

“My Lord and I.” 

“TJ Am His and He is Mine.” 
“My Lord and King.” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be.” 
“Channels Only.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in ae 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Thankful Tribute” (190 : 1-4) 


“The King of Glory” (51:1, 2). 
Psalm 24:1, 2, 7-10. 
“Tell of His Glory” (305 : 1-3). 
Psalm 148:1, 2, 11-14. 
“In His Service” (309 :1-3). Psalm 149: 1-9. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD 2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15. Our 

lesson for this week is taken from 
another letter Paul wrote to the people 
at Corinth. We remember the first let- 
ter was written while the apostle was 
at Ephesus, where the silversmiths made 
such a big riot on account of Paul’s 
preaching which was causing their idola- 
trous business to bé in danger. After 
this disturbance, Paul went to Mace- 
donia. While he was at Philippi, he 
wrote this second letter, and sent it to 
Corinth by Titus and two other helpers. 
Perhaps the class will remember what 
happened to Paul and Silas the first time 
he was in Philippi, and that he. went 
from there to Thessalonica, and then on 
to Berea. In these three cities were the 


Psalm 95 21-78. | 
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“churches of Macedonia,”. which Paul 
mentions in this.letter to the Corinthians. 
The churches in Paul’s day did not 


money to send missionaries to the 
heathen, and to build orphanages, and 
the like. But Paul knew that the Chris- 
tians needed a way in which to express 
their love to the Lord Jesus. He also 
knew of some poor Christians in Jeru- 
salem who needed help, so he told the 
people: in Macedonia about the poor 
Christians. And although the Mace- 
donian Christians were poor themselves, 
still they were glad to divide the little 
they had with those who were worse off 
than themselves. They begged Paul to 
take the gift to Jerusalem. It made Paul 
very happy that the people had already 
given themselves to the Lord, and then 
had made their gifts out of a heart of 
love to God and to Paul and to the needy 
saints at Jerusalem. 

So Paul wrote and told the Corinth- 
ians about the “churches of Macedonia,” 
and sent the letter by Titus, hoping that 
they might learn the samé beautiful way 
of giving. 

In this letter Paul said that the Cor- 
inthians already had many gifts of the 
Spirit, just as we learned in our lesson 
last week. _He said they had great faith, 
knowledge, and diligence, and he knew, 
too, that they loved him and the other 
messengers of God. So now he asks 
them to add to their other gifts the 
grace of joyous giving, and in this way 
they could prove that their love was 


Lord Jesus Christ had given. He was 
rich, so rich that we cannot undérstand 
it, yet he became poor that he might 
make others rich by giving them eternal 
life and ‘all other blessings. Surely this 
is the greatest example of giving the 
world can ever have. You see, Paul was 
trying to help the people in Corinth to see 
that Christian giving is another beautifu 
lesson in Christian living. He wanted 
them to learn to give, not just becatise 
they thought. they must give, but because 
they loved so much that they were just 
glad to give. That would make the kind 
of giver that God loves—a _ cheerful 
giver, which means a joyous giver. 
Close the lesson by having a personal 
talk with the class on-the joy of giving. 
First giving ourselves “to Him who merits 
all our love,” and then giving of what 
he has given us, unselfishly and lovingly, 
that the Good News may be spread 
through all the world. And there are 
other ways of giving. In quiet, un- 
noticed ways we may divide what we 
















have with others, then we may re- 


— > do little acts of kindness and 
n ittle deeds of love. 
have any societies through which to give | 


Somebody thought ‘tis sweet to live, 

Willingly said, “I’m glad to give’; 

Somebody fought a valiant fight, 

Bravely he lived to shield the right, — 
Was that somebody you? 


Cuinton, S. C, 
ee 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





real. Then he reminded them how the’ 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Christian Stewardship: “One-tenth to 
the church’; or, 


The whole-hearted administration of all 
life for its Giver. 











their understanding of the term 

“stewardship” will reveal to you that 
their ideas on this subject are either en- 
tirely vague or entirely inadequate. “An 
officer in the church,” “Giving*one-tenth 
to the Lord,” “Somebody in charge of 
something, like thé club © manager,” 
“There’s one on the dining car always,” 
“Somebody trusted with something” — 
such answers as these you will get, if 


J thei one question to your girls as to 


any. 

Follow that first general question with 
another more personal: “Are you one — 
a steward of anything?” (This, of 
course, after you have established a 
clearer conception of God’s absolute 
ownership of all things and his making 
man the present possessor, “having do- 
minion over the works of his hands.” 
This little incident may draw that line 
for them: Said a famous preacher, one 
rainy Sunday night, to his large congre- 
gation, “I own four umbrellas, but just 
at present I possess none of them. Will 
some of you who are acting as stewards 
for me in this respect kindly return me 
at least one, for present emergencies?” 
He got his. four umbrellas!) Does not 
God’s actual ownership and your posses- 
sion make you a partner with him in the 
use of all things? Have you anything 
which in its initial analysis is not a cre- 
ation or gift of God’s to you? Can you 
escape this partnership, even if you will 
to do so? Is not the only issue left for 
your decision just this: What kind of 
partner will you be? Whatever may be 
your possessions (remember God owns 
them all), you can never be more, or 





PERSONAL consecration without 
PURSE consecration avails little. 


less, than a steward over them, account- 










‘Go home! Percy, 
gorighthome! ,, 
Fhis ts a church! 
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able to their final Owner for their use 
or abusé or neglect.” 

It is a solemnizing truth that you must 
bring home to your girls today, nor 
should you cease till they have decided 
which one of these possible answers is 
to be their own —each for herself: (1) 
she may refuse to admit this basic truth 
in all life, living as if it were not, till the 
day of reckoning; (2) she may admit 
its truth, but postpone placing her own 
life in line with it, living in wasteful 
selfishness against her own conscience; 
(3) she may be half-living it, carelessly 
failing to live up to the light she now 
has; (4) she may sincerely and whole- 
heartedly administer her whole life for 
its Great Giver, proving herself “a good 
steward of the grace of God” from girl- 
hood to old age. Which will her answer 
be? Upon it depends a‘lifetime of use- 
fulness and joy—or wastefulness and a 
drying up of the only unfailing spring of 
happiness, service for Him who gave 
himself for us. Life for self’s énds palls 
so utterly and so soon; life for Christ 
and in him “shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day” of joy. 

Now read this passage from Paul’s 
letter (lesson text) together. Note that 
Paul was teaching those early Christians 
both the foundation principle of steward- 
ship and its application to their money 
gifts. For surely no heart that recog- 
nizes God’s ownership will deny his right 
to at least one-tenth of that which is the 
concrete expression of human life, money. 
But let no girl think that giving one- 
tenth of whatever money she may con- 
trol is either the beginning or-the end 
of Christian stewardship, which is first 
the giving of one’s own self to the Lord. 


Home Study 


Make in writing a careful list of all 
those things in your life that you can 
use for your Master: time, talents, op- 
portunities, possessions, pérsonality, in- 
fluence, relationships, prayer (is it all 
for self, now?), service, money. Keep 
that list in your own Bible, by 2 Cor- 
inthians, chapter 8. Read both often. 

Decatur, GA. ' 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Money. 

Discussion: How our money is part of 
us, especially that which we earn; into 
it goes our mind, body, sweat—it is 
lifeblood, in a sense. When we give our 
money we give part of ourselves. 


Objective: Gaining priceless satisfac- 
tion by giving. 


AY, fellows, you are going to find 
that money is a large factor in your 
happiness or unhappiness as the years go 
by. And it will not be how much or 
how little you have that determines the 
matter. That which will set the level 
of your joy or misery in living will be 
the manner of your dealing with what 
money you have. A large proportion of 
the parables told by our Lord were con- 
cerning the handling of money or prop- 
erty. A careful Bible student whom I 
know tells me that an average of one 
out of every seven words in the New 
Testament deals with the administration 
of monéy or property. Jesus, by his 
teachings, warnings, and promises, gives 
the matter of possessions a very promi- 
nent place in the affairs of life. 
it is of vital importance, fellows, 
that we make sure we have right con- 
ceptions about whatever share of the 
world’s goods we may have in our hands. 
The first thing to recognize is that it 
all belongs to God. You and I haven't 
any title to any of it. A young fellow 
comes around and cuts my grass twice 
a week for a dollar and a half. He does 
the same for several of my neighbors. 
He makes quite a snug little sum each 
week during his vacation. Is that his 
money? Of course, by common under- 
standing, it is. But, as a matter of fact, 
it is not. Who gave him the power to 
cut grass? God. God is the author of 
his very being. That boy belongs to 
God by right of creation. 
If you made a kite, whose kite would 
it be? Yes, yours; yours. because you 
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made it. You would protest vigorously 
if some other fellow came and claimed it. 
Why, you would say, I made the kite. 
Enough said; that establishes your title. 
No sane person would dispute it. But 
even in this case, God owns the kite. 
He furnished the material and he made 
ou who made the kite. Yes, it is God’s 
ite, but he lets you fly it. But when 
God made you, he made the material, too. 
By the word of his power he made all 
things. That is the differénce between 
God as a maker and you as a maker — 
whether it be kites or money or what not. 
This is important, because it is the only 
true basis from which wé may deter- 
mine how to deal with our money. 

The next vital point is: How shall we 
deal with the money in our posséssion, 
God being the owner of it? Well, that fel- 
low who cuts my grass gives God one- 
tenth out of his earnings, first thing. 
I think that is wise, because it is Scrip- 
tural and it is intensely practical. He 
gives more than that, but he first makes 
sure he is paying back to God one-tenth. 
It is a way of acknowledging God's 
ownership of the whole amount. Just 
like paying house rent. When a man 
peye ouse rent to the owner each month, 

e is by that act acknowledging to him- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Ch 





a So a? SS eee 


2COR 9:6 @) 





\ ’ 
~- =s 2 An a 


Vv, 6(&) 








oy ne be ee ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


self, to the owner, and to the world that Corinthians 13 begins with 1 Corinthians 


although he is in possession of the house, 
he does not own it, but is only having 
the use of it. And as leng as he pays 
the rent regularly, all goes smoothly be- 
tween tenant and landlord — possessor 
and owner; but let the tenant neglect his 
payments and there is dissatisfaction-on 
the part of the owner and embarrass- 
ment on the part of the possessor. 

Of course, we learn in the New Testa- 
ment that a man should give according 
as.the Lord has prospered him (1 Cor. 
16:2), which may mean much more 
than one-tenth in some cases. But the 
one-tenth is a fine starting point, and in 
all of our Lord’s teachings he never 
abrogated the tithe—rather, he con- 
firmed it (Matt. 23:23). 

Fellows, I have talked with hundreds 
of Christians on this matter and I have 
yet to find one who has faiinfully and 
conscientiously tithed and regretted it. 
On the other: hand, without exception 
they. rejoice in it. Nor have I been able 
to find one of these who has failed to 
increase his giving beyond the tithe. 
When God’s servants- dea! fairly with 
him in their money matters, he invariably 
gives them more to handle for him. Either 
he does that or bestows some other rich 
blessing which far more than repays the 
tither. Mr. Samuel Colgate, the great 
soap manufacturer, set aside for the Lord 
ten cents of the first dollar he earned in 
his boyhood. From that time on, he gave 
a tenth and more of his earnings to the 
building of God’s kingdom on earth. God 
found him to be a faithful steward .in 
small things, so he made him ruler over 
many things, and Mr. Coigate found 
God entrusting him with millions to 
handle. 

I am told that Mr. A. A. Hyde, the 
promoter of mentholatum, was a mature 
man before he discovered this fine secret 
of stewardship. He was a church mem- 
ber, a businéss man, and a hundred thou- 
sand dollars in debt when the matter of 
giving God one-tenth came upon his con- 
science. He reasoned like many another 
under such circumstances. _ He said it 
would be dishonest to give God the 
money he owed to others. Then one day 
it dawned upon him that God was his 
first creditor and therefore was due first 
consideration. He began by tithing the 
amount he was taking from his business 
to live on. Immediately his business be- 
gan to grow profitable and he became a 
multimillionaire. In the meantime, he had 
the rare satisfaction of increasing his 
gifts to 20 percent—30 percent — 40 
percent —and on to well above 75 per- 
cent. When he arrived at the point 
where he was willing to deal fairly with 
God, his stewardship was enlarged, and 
God has given him the joy of dispensing 
millions for him. God honois those who 
honor him. God trusts those who trust 
him.. I heard a missionary say this one 
day, and I’ll never forget it: “You can- 
not outgive God!” 

Some tender consciences have remon- 
strated that it would be mercenary to 
give to God, expecting him to give back 
more. To that, Dr. A. M. Fraser has 
answered: “Do not attempt to put the 
matter upon a higher plane than God him- 
self puts it!” In Malachi 3:10, you will 
find him saying: “Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough 'to receive it.” 


“Carve your name high above the shifting 
sand, 
Where the steadfast rocks defy decay; 
But all you can hot in your cold, dead 
hand 5 
Is what you have given away!” 


Greenszoro, N, C. 
ye 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of October 14) 

1. The unity of believers, ard the sov- 
ereignty of God (1 Cor. 12: 18). 

2. There are diversities of gifts. Yet all 
are of God, so all are good, but the time 
is coming when they shail no longer be 
needed. Love is the fruit of the Spirit, 
and is ever the same. It abides forever. 

3- Is it not clear that the thought of 1 





12: 31, and that those words should always 
be read as the introduction to the ones im- 
mediately following in the next chapter? 

4. Surely Paul had not closed his own 
thoughts on this theme until he had said: . 
“Follow after love,’ the first clause in 1 
Corinthians 14:1. Should not these words 
close the thirteenth chapter, then? 

5. Comparison and analysis. 

6. Nine. 

7. Three. 

8. Nine. 

9. There are eight such statements of 
what love does: tr) love suffereth long, 
(2) love is kind, (3) love -rejoiceth in the 
truth, and the like. (Do not forget “love 
abideth.’’) : 

Io. There are eight things listed that love 
will not do: (1) love envieth not, (2) 
love vaunteth not itself, and the like.- 

11. “Love never faileth’—the crown of 
all her attributes, but positive and negative. 

12. God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). 

13. Love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 
13: 10). 

5 ‘ss Love is strong as death (Song of Sol. 

15. It is fear. See 1 John 4: 18. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





October 28. Making the Right Use of Our 
Talents. Matt. 25 : 14-30. 

November 4. In What Ways Do We Waste 
Our Time? Eph. 5: 16; Psa.’ 90:12, (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

November 11. What Is Being Done for and 
against World Peace? Rom. 14: 109. 
November 18. What the Practice of Stew- 
ardship Would Mean to the World. 1 Pet. 

4:7-11. 





Sunday, October 21 


How Does -Law Increase Freedom? 
(Rom. 13: 1-8) 





Mon.—Days of anarchy (Judg. 21 : 25). 
Tues.—Law gives protection (Acts 21: 
27-40). 
Wed.—Law restrains evil (Isa. 11 : 1-5). 
Thurs.—Law defines evil (Exod. 20: 1-17). 
Fri—A law of liberty (Lev. 25 : 8-17). 
Sat.—Paul saved by law (Acts 26 : 24-32). 











What. happens when there is no law? 


What freedom would we have if there was 
no law? 


A CERTAIN flock of sheep were kept 
in a fold built within a_ strong, 
high fence and protected by a gate. Each 
night the shepherd led the flock into the 
fold for safety.. But one night, one of 
the sheep took it into his head to remain 
outside of the fence. “What is the use 
of being cooped up with the other sheep?” 
he thought to himself. “What I want is 
liberty and the right to do as I- please.” 
So he lay down on the soft grass not far 
from the gate. But chill winds swept 
over the hillside that night, and the fool- 
ish sheep began to wish for, the warmth 
and comfort of the fold. Before long he 
sensed a mountain lion stealing upon 
him, his fierce eyes glowing in the 
darkness. Trembling with fear he tried 
in vain to enter the gate. The morn- 
ing light disclosed only a tangled mass 
of bloody fleece and of clean picked 
bones. ° His liberty had cost him his. life. 


There is a tendency today to think of 
the restriction of law as sort of a 
usurper robbing us of our rights. Young 
people, and older ones as well,’ have got- 
ten the notion that whenever the law in- 
terferes with what they want to do, they 
have the right to do as they please and 
disregard the law. . 

If the law says that you must not drive 
your automobile faster than thirty-five 
miles an hour, the mere desire to go 
faster is sufficient for driving at fifty or 
sixty miles. 

The law says that intoxicating liquors 
may not be bought or sold, but if I dis- 
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agree with the law and want intoxicating 
liquors, the mere fact that the law pro- 
hibits it does not stop me from doing as 
I please, if I can evade the punishment. 

There may be certain rules and regula- 
tions about the use of equipment at school 
or in my church, but if they interfere 
with what I want to do, I do as I please 
anyway. 

In other words, the central motive’ in 
much of present-day life is self; rather 
than God or my neighbor. And like the 
foolish sheep outside the fence, we are 
lying down in false security thinking that 
we are enjoying liberty and freedom. But 
just as surely as the sheep we shall have 
to reckon with the wild beasts that roam 
wherever the law does not protect. We 
cannot.tear down the law and at the same 
time expect to have its protection. 


Paul points out in our Scripture les- 
son the great fact that law and order 
and the rulers that maintain them on this 
earth represent God. They may be far 
from what God would have them be. Yet 
they stand between tan and lawlessness 
and anarchy. Weak and faulty though 
they may be, they are better than law- 
lessness, and to resist them means to re- 
sist God (v. 2). 


To get a picture of what society would be 
like without the law, we have but to look 
at the heathen tribes in Africa. Even 
here there are certain primitive laws that 
afford some protection within the tribe. 
But a member of any tribe is in terror of 
his life when he steps beyond the orders 
of his own village. The life of the sav- 
age is one of constant fear and limita- 
tion. 

We may say that this could never be 
true in a civilized land like ours. We do 
not have to turn very far back into the 
pages of history for a good example in 
our own land. Several years ago, when 
the police in the city of Boston refused 
to work, instantly the city was in a reign 
of terror. Criminals and the underworld 
ran riot, while honest people were afraid 
to leave their houses, until the governor 
of the state stepped in and once more es- 
tablished law and order. 


So we find Paul in-our Scripture les- 
son reminding us that rulers and those 
that enforce the law are not a “terror to 
good works” (v. 3). Did you ever stop 
to think what would happen if there was 


no law? Anyone who coveted your prop-~ 


erty could walk into your house, if they 
were stronger than you, and take whatever 
was desired. Trains and trolley cars 
would be free to run when they pleased 
and stop wherever the engineer or motor- 
man pleased. Every one would be free to 
travel on the highways at whatever speed 
they wished, to ignore traffic signals, to 
run down pedestrians, and. the like. In 
other words, might would become right in 


every department of life, and brute force: 


and cunning, spurred. on by selfishness, 
passion, and all the other vices, would be 
on the throne of human affairs. 


Let us thank God for his wise provision 
in establishing law and order among men. 
More than this, let us ask him to put into 
our hearts a regard not only for man’s 
law but for God’s law, and so to empty us 
of self and fill us with his Spirit that we 
shall be empowered to keep his laws in 
spirit and in truth, following the example 
of his own dear Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who kept the law in all points, 
and in whom the Father was well pleased. 


How careful am I in keeping man’s. law? 


Am I an anarchist in any way. toward 


what God would have me do? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Take heed of affecting novelties in re- 
ligion, lest you fall into vanities, or worse. 
Ask for the old way; keep to the faith 
once delivered to the saints; keep to the 
proportion of faith. Take heed to your 
doctrine — that it jostle not out God's 
grace, nor man’s duty; but take both 
together.—Maithew Henry, 
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licen for October 21 
2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 


Wheaton College’s Needs 


ROM the August’ Bulletin of 
A Wheaton College comes the follow- 


ing: 

“This is the season of immediate prepa- 
ration for the college year. Here at 
Wheaton we are faced with a situation 
which has never before been met. Our 
facilities are adequate for offering fully 
accredited college training on a distinctly 
Christian basis to five hundred students. 

t year our total enrollment in the 
college was four hundred and eighty-two. 
Now, although the enrollment hitherto 
has been growing rapidly, we have ex- 
perienced a phenomenal increase and the 
Registrar informs us that if we could 
care for them we should undoubtedly 
have six hundred students for the com- 
ing year. Faced with the dilemma of 
accepting a larger enrollment and en- 
dangering our accredited standing or 
turning away nearly a hundred students 
and maintaining the testimony of a first- 
class Christian College, the ‘Trustees 
have decided to take the latter course. 
This means that the heart-breaking task 
of informing a large number of young 
people that they cannot be accepted this 
year falls upon those who carry on the 
work of correspondence. It would re- 
quire a gift of fifty thousand dollars for 
our permanent funds to enable us to in- 
crease our enrollment. Such a gift would 
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What nation was saved by mouldy bread and old 
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make it possible for us to receive one 
hundred more students. 

“Although the financial campaign is 
proceeding very successfully, and con- 
siderably over two hundred thousand dol- 
lars in pledges have been raised, thus 
abundantly validating all pledges condi- 
tioned upon the success of the first unit 
of the campaign, yet most of these pledges 
are payable over a period of five years, 
so that our immediate need is still acute.” 
Those who desire to help this college, 
which is standing true to the Word of 
God, may send gifts to ,the Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, IIl. 


Moody Institute Radio 


HE Radio School of the Bible, of 
station WMBI, The Moody Bible In- 
stitute of Chicago, has begun its fall pro- 
gram of Bible study broadcasts. 

On each Monday ni:‘ht at eight o’clock, 
from September 10 :o December 10, a 
course in Personal }.vangelism will be 
given by the Rev. W. Taylor Joyce. On 
Tuesday nights at the same hour, con- 
cluding on December 11, H. Framer 
Smith, D.D., will give “Word Studies in 
the Epistles.” Iris Ikeler McCord will 
be on the air each Friday morning at 
ten-thirty with a series of studies on 
“Christ in the Tabernacle.” 

These radio studies are offered to all, 
but it is hoped that a large number of 
people may enroll and follow out a sys- 
tematic course of study on the various 
subjects, and receive certificates for com- 
pleted work. Tune in at 263 meters (1140 
kilocycles). 
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The Duck Pond 


By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


HE summer that the Maynard’s built 

a duck pond out in the pasture lot 
back of the barn was quite an adven- 
turous one for Mrs. Henry Etta and her 
brood of wee, downy chicks. 

Said the wise, motherly hen, “My 
babies, you must not, simply must not 
go near that hole in the ground. It is 
filled with water, and very dangerous.” 

“But why, Mother; why is it danger- 
ous?” peeped Rose Etta. “I saw Dick 
Duck go right straight into it and swim 
to the.other side yesterday.” 

“Dick, Duck can’t ruin his clothes in 
water, because he has tiny oil glands 
under his feathers. Whenever he goes 
into the water, he oils up, and then the 
water rolls off his back,” explained Mrs. 
Henry Etta. 

“But, Mother —” 

“That will do, Rose Etta. I have no 
time to fuss with oil, and I don’t want 
to hear. anything more from you. Now 
get out in the barnyard and let me see 
if you can remember what I taught you 
yesterday about choosing your food.” 

There was nothing for the little yellow 
chick to do but follow her brothers and 
sisters to the barnyard. 

Now you know that in a large family 
there is always one who has an adven- 
turous spirit. Well, Rose Etta was that 
one. For a while she was a very good 
little thick, and picked and pecked dain- 
tily as did all the rest of the chicks. 
Then she began thinking how fine a nice, 
cool drink of water would taste. Of 
course, there was a pan of water near by 
in the barnyard, but Rose Etta was sure 
she knew a spot where the water was 
colder and certainly fresher. The Duck 
Pond! She would run away for just a 
few minutes. 

So Rose Etta pushed and shoved until 
she was on the edge of the group. And 
then. she dashed off toward the Duck 
Pond. It was wonderfully exciting to be 
running off by herself. There was no 
one to say, “Rose Etta, watch your step!” 

Ahead of her she spied Mr. and Mrs. 
Davey Duck with Dick and Delia, and 
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drown. 


quacking to each other. Rose Etta knew 
just where they were going. To the 
Duck Pond, of course! If her own mother 
would only take her on a picnic like that! 
But no, they would probably have to hang 
around the barnyard all their lives. Of 
course, when they were older, it would be 
fun flying up into the trees. Now the 
ducks couldn’t do that. 

Suddenly there was a splash. The 
water flew up in tiny sprays and geysers. 
Rose Etta fairly held her breath. The 
whole Duck family, Mr. and Mrs., Dick 
and Delia, Dulcey and Danny, had all 
waddled in together, and as the children 
were still smalk they were very noisy 
and splashy about it. For one terrified 
minute, Rose Etta feared they would all 
But dear me, no! Those ducks 
and ducklings knew just what to do. And 
how they did peck at their oil glands! 

“It must be just like wearing a rain 
coat like Bobby Maynard does,” thought 
Rose Etta, as she crept up close to the 
edge of the pond, 

Now Rose Etta had only intended to 
get a drink from that pond. But as she 
leaned over the edge, she spied.a wee 
chick in the water looking right at her. 
“My goodness!” exclaimed Rose Etta, 
and she stepped back on the bank. “Where 
did that chick come from? I don’t like 
her a bit.” Then she took another look 
into the water to make sure she had not 
been mistaken. The chick was there, all 
right. 

“I suppose you'll go home and tell on 
me,” snapped Rose Etta, crossly. And the 
chick snapped back at her just as crossly. 

“Horrid thing!” said Rose _ Etta. 
“You're not nearly so pretty as I am. 
Your color is all washed out like taffy. 
Mine’s just beautiful. I wish you'd go 
away. You bother me.” Rose Etta ruf- 
fled up her feathers and strutted about 
the edge of the pond quite proudly. “I'll 
just not associate with such a weak, sick 
looking object,” she told herself. 

So a little farther along the bank where 
she was sure the other chick could not 
possibly be, she stepped to the edge. But 
with the very first peek into the water, 
there was that annoying object peeking 
back at her. 

“I do declare!” exclaimed Rose Etta. 
“You deserve a spanking, and I think I 
shall give it to you.” And with that, 
Rose Etta fifted her wing, and bending 
over, slapped the water as hard as ever 
she could. And also, with that, she lost 
her balance and went tumbling head first 
into: the pond! 

What a scream poor little Rose Etta 
let out! Mr. and Mrs. Davey Duck, Dick 
and Delia, Dulcey and Danny all heard 
it on the other side of the pond, and they 
came swimming over as fast as they could 
swim. Such quacking and quacking you 
never heard! And such shrill peeping 
from little Rose Etta! She couldn’t peep 
long, however, for the water ran down 
her throat and cut off the peeps. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duck swam up to her, 
and Dulcey and Danny got back of Dick 
and Delia. Then they all pushed together 
until they had pushed Rose Etta clear up 
on the bank. 

The wee chick gasped for breath. Then 
she shook herself all over. How that 
down did stick to her body! She didn’t 
like it at all. 

“It wasn’t my fault,” she explained to 
Mr. and Mrs. Davey. Duck, when she 
could get her breath. “It was the fault 
of that horrid chick that kept mocking 
me in the water.” 

At that Dick and Delia and Danny and 
Dulcey laughed right out loud. But Mrs. 
Duck said, 

“Hush, children! Your fhanners!” 
Then she turned to the little wet chick. 

“My dear, that was your image in the 
water. It was like looking into a mirror. 
You saw yourself just as you are, not 
as you think you are.” : 

At that, Rose Etta felt’ very much 
ashamed, and hung her head. 

“When a chick tries to be a duck and 
swim, it only makes itself appear very 
foolish, my dear,” continued Mrs. Davey 
Duck. 

“Yes, ma’am,” said Rose Etta, and she 
eet homeward, a much wiser little 
chick. 
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A Jewish Rabbi '| 
Found the Messiah 


and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000,000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaching 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
titled *" The Chosen Peo- 
a a ~~ ‘e paper tells 

: about the persecutions, 
Ex-kabbi Leopold Coby hard work and glorious 
victories experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 


OUR OFFER: Send us $1.00 and we will 
mail you ‘* The Chosen People" for one year, one 
copy of the hfe-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leafiets on the Jewish Question. 
And remember, your money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


MOTION 
PICTURES 
in your, CHURCH 


FREE pamphlet telling all about motion 
pictures in the church. Details experi- 
ences and opinions of well known 
church officials. Includes com- 
plete description of the New 
Acme Motion Picture Pro- 
jector. Send today for 
pamphlet V10. 

International Projector 





























Corporation 
ACME DIVISION 
90 Gold St., New York City 
‘he Perr> Pictures 
Reproduc- | 
tions 
of the 
World's 
Great 
Paintings 


TWO CENTS EACH for 25 or more. Size 534 x 8 
Send 50 cents for 25 on the Life of Christ 
or a5 Art Subjects or 25 for Children. 
Send 15 cents in coin or stamps for 
Catalogue of 1600 miniature illustrations. 
The Perry Pictures Company 


Box 96 Malden, Mass. 











Christmas Greeting Cards 
IN BOX ASSORTMENTS 

Cost You 50c and Sell for $1. Your Profit 50c on each Box 
The Public Demands oricinal genuine engraved 
and socially correct. Earn from z to $5 per hour, 
Fuil or part time. No experience necessary. 

Write for particulars 
FEDERAL ART PUB CO. 

115 Federal St. Dept. 75. Boston, Mass. 


















DOEHLA'S $ GREEIING CARDS t 


HRISTMA 

dell $1 box assertments and b i tine per- 
Bement. nex fee ake ccheaae 'e nie; tas? 
Stunce "HARRY E. DORULA, Ficchbure Mare. 























Learn Another Man's Language '2:P6f2"?: Po 


Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 


sian, Portuguese, J apanese. Price, 1.75. Over a mil- 
ion sold. Send for free circulars. 
THE PETER REILLY CO., Publishers 


Dept. S&., 133 N. 13th St., Philadelphia: 


Earn a Trip to the Holy Land . 


57 day All Expense Cruise $495. Or Europe 37 da$s 
£ Organizers wanted to earn trip. 


295. 
CHURCH TRAVEL CLUB, 154 Boylston, Boston 








In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw. the advertisement in The Sun- 





Perto Ampoy, N. J. 


day School Times. 
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$50 to $§00 
Made 


i Easily and Pleasantly 


Nearly every home in your church 
and community will buy a@ large 
number of Christmas Cards this 
year. By making it easy for them 
to purchase you can make big 
meney. 
E Sterling Christmas Card Assortment is 
made up of 16 caretully selected, beautifully 
Xmas Cards, All are of iatest design, 
and each card has a handsome decorative en- 
. There is a wide variety of colors, shapes 


i 100% Profit 
+ THE Sterling Christmas Card box sells for $1.00 
iy each. If its cards were bought separately they 


would cost $1.45. By selling only 100 boxes you 
can make $50.00. 


Everyone Benefits 


ALMOST everyone will jump at the chance to 
and hl these ep pn cards s. Sepremseey 
to you. _ a people will buy several boxes. 


Mail Coupon Now 


Don’t delay. Send for a sample box of cards 
now. Show them to your friends, bors, 
associates in Church and Sunday-school work. 
They will Se glad to buy and help you. 


This concern has been in business 
for 31 years,and has never opera- 
ted ander any other name. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


E.G. Werner Sons Co. 


236-242 GRAPE STREET, READING, PA. 
E. G. WERNER SONS COMPANY 
236-242 Grape Street, Reading, Pa. 


Iam enclosing 60c. Send mea sample box of 
Sterling Christmas Cards and a full Selling Plan. 
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Address. . 
Organization. .... 


+ Church . 











SOUTH AFRICA 
GENERAL MISSION 


23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


It has been wisely said that ‘‘we should 
ask God and tell His people.’ Having 110 
white and 275 native workers, we are at- 
tempting to evangelize the great territory 
including Southern Angola, Nyasaland, 
Rhodesia, 
Tembu-Bomvanaland, and Cape Colony, 
but ‘‘much land waits to be possessed."’ 
This Mission is often called the Andrew 
Murray Mission, after our beloved First 
President. Information will be gladly fur- 
nished on application to the office at the 
above address. 
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handsome velvet Scripture mottoes. 
Good commissions. 


Send for Free Catalog and Price List 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, PUBLISHER 


















‘ Dept. 6M, Monon Bidg., Chicago, Ill. 
MAGNIFICAT 
5 Sunday School Hymnal 
| ved by prominent au- 
OF a) 4 eerdon Best S. S. songs, 


and hymns. Orders of wore 
ship. Orchestration. 
> Low prices. $30, $40, $45,— the 
hundred, according to binding. 

Inspection sample sent on request 
HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
Nat’l Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


‘ VOICE OF THANKSGIVING NO. 


The grand old hymns of the church are there— 
as are also the newer evangelistic songs+38: 
80 numbers in all, with twelve pages o' 

responsive Scripture readings. Single 
Sopy. postpaid, 55C; x00, $45.. RETURNABLE 
Corr for examination to churches considering 
ch of books. Specimen pages free to any 
ene. Mention S. S. Times. 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
843-845 N. Wells St., Chicago Ave., Sta., Chicago. 














Zululand, Swaziland, Pondo- {4 


For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


How to Overcome the Tempter 


6b NE day the late Bishop Newman 
told a group of students the story 


and how he won the victory through the 
advice of an old clergyman, by commit- 
ting to memory a verse of Scripture each 
morning, and quoting this verse through 
the day whenever temptation appeared. 
The old minister had simply suggested 
the plan tised by Christ himself in his 
various encounters with the tempter. 
Jesus continually and successfully met 
the tempter with Scripture.”,—Ora Sam- 
uel Gray in Moody Monthly. 


_——— 


October 15 to 21 


Mon.—2 Corinthians §& : 1-9. 
Macedonian Liberality. 
The high spot in Macedonian liberality 
as setting an example for us is noted in 
the Golden Text: “First they gave their 
own selves to the Lord.” Our Lord 
doesn’t ask money from. the unconverted. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
American Bible Training School (139 
St. Felix St., Brooklyn, N. Y.\, which 
asks the Great Commission Prayer 
League to remember especially its group 
of some fifty students in day and evening 
classes, its Russian Department, and for 
guidance into the proper place for teach- 
ing, for owning its own building, if it is 
God’s will, and for the supply of needs 
to this end. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 31 : 4-12a. 
7 The Jewish Standard. 

The Jéwish standard was a seventh of 
their time (see chapter 30, v. 23) and a 
tenth of their wealth, as here. It brought 
the blessings of God upon king, priests, 
and people. But the tenth is just where 
Christians should begin. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for more 
sacrificial co-operation with Christ in 
the work of evangelizing Moslems; for 
more missionaries who will prepare 
Christian - literature for Moslems; for 
the difficult ficlds of Turkestan, Persia, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan; that Christian 
literature may be used in the great pil- 
grim centers, Mecca, Medina, - Kerbala, 
and Tanta; for all missionaries to Mos- 
lems, and for converts; for the American 
Christian Literary Society for Moslems 
(Mrs. James M. Montgomery, Box 888, 
‘New York City). 


Wed.—Malachi 3: 7-15. Robbing God. 


“Sacrilege, we have always thought, 
is the breaking into a-church and steal- 
ing therefrom. That is not so: some- 
times it is going into’ church and putting 
something on the plate. Do not forget 
that. Sacrilege is centered in offering 
God something which costs nothing, be- 
cause you think God is worth nothing.” 
—G. Campbell Morgan. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. J. C. Ross, Directors of Re- 
ligious Education in the Government 
Indian Schools of New Mexico (324 
Columbia Ave., Aubuquerque, N. M.); 
for the thirteen hundred Indian boys and 
girls in the schools; for the thirty or 
more children enrolled in the week-day 
Bible class in their home. 


Thurs.—1 Cérinthians 16 : 1-9. 
The Christian Standard. 

In this chapter. and in 2 Corinthians, 
eighth and ninth chapters, Paul gives 
the full teaching for the 
giving. It should be systematic, weekly 
(v. 2). The duplex envelope is ideal for 
obeying God. Giving is a grace, “a dis- 
position created by the Spirit” (2 Cor. 
8:7); it should be voluntary, as a test of 
love (2 Cor. 8:12); according to ability 
(2 Cor. 8: 1-3); proportioned to income 
(2 Cor. 8: 12-14). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
revival so much wpon the hearts of the 








When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 











of his own terrific fight with temptation, |. 


a 


Christian’s |. 


many of God’s people, that among other 
things, it may -loose pocketbooks, and 
that Christians may have a real vision of 
how they showd give to evangelize the 
world before the Lord comes, especially 
in this lull between world wars. 


Fri.—Matthew 6:1-7. Humility in Giving. 


“Alms” (v. 1) should be properly 
translated “righteous acts.” Giving, 
along with praying (vs. 5, 6) and fast- 
ing, (vs. 16-18), should be as unostenta- 
tious as possible. If done for praise of 
men, it is. not laying up treasure in 
Heaven. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: 
New Guinea Evangelization - Society 
(Room tr018, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York); that all funds needed to finish 
purchasing the New Guinea plantations 
may soon come in; that the two accom- 
plished and devoted sons of the Rev. 
Charles W. Abel, Field Director, and 
Mrs. Abel, may be blessed as they have 
gone back to the work; that in training 
natives on the plc ::ations the Gospel may 
do its fullest work. 


Sat—z2 Corinthians 9 : 6-15. 

Encouragement to Giving. 
Are you enjoying sufficiency, temp- 
orally and spiritually? It is tremen- 
dously significant that the promise in 
verse 8 is set in the context of cheerful 
Christian giving. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bangalore United Hindustani Mission 
(Rev. N. S. Silsbee, Hon. Treas., “Glen 
Bethel,’ Richards Town, © Bangalore, 
South India); that it may be blessed in 
its object of carrying on work among 
the Moslems of Bangalore ‘and Mysore 
States, in co-operating with existing mis- 
sionary organizations, and in promoting 
more prayer and practical interest in the 
evangelization of South India; for the 
supply of all needs. 


Sun.—Psalm 95: 1-11. Praise to the Creator. 


We talk about “making a living,” and 
we do that in some form or other out 
of the sea or the dry land which are really 
not ours but God’s (v. 5). He gave us 
life, and since he did, will he not give 
us the lesser things, food and raiment? 
Therefore let us yield ourselves to him 
to be in a new way 
people of his pasture (v. 7). 

PrayYER Succestions: Pray for Canon 
Sell and Canon Goldsmith, both of 
Madras, India, and for Dr. A. Brux, of 
Zaniyambadi, the latter working among 
the Lubbais or low caste Hindu con- 


Pray for the 
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verts to Islam; also for the Christia 
women of the C. E. Zenana Mission anw 
other societies in Madras, Coimbatur§ 
Vellore, Bangalore, and other place 
working among Mohammedan -womef 
and girls, ~ 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


a 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years, 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
Important Free Message 














A plain, pointed, instructive, very timely and exe 
ceedingly helpful 16 page address. Also description 


Holy Spirit by Evangelist A. E. Stuernagel. They 
are bound to interest. you. Sent free for two cent 
stamp to cover postage. Address 


THE WORLD'S BEST LITERATURE DEPOT 
2109 “ L” Street. Sacramento, Calif. 


40c of Every $1.00 
GOES TO YOUR SOCIETY, CLUB OR 
OTHER ORGANIZATION 

Our Individualized Greeting Cards 
and Box Assortments are easy and pleasant to 
sell from the samples. We ship all cards to agents. 

WRITE FOR-SAMPLE KIT 

THE ANDERSON PRESS 

527 Penn Street Reading, Pa. 




















rsonal 
CARDS: Biggest selection, best 
sellers, lowest prices ; large com- 
mission. Sample book FREE, 


PROFITS 


PLATELESS PROCESS ENGRAVING CO.,, 
922 Pine Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
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to $so a week at home. 

time, ih Teds pdt Nothing to 

e teach you at home. Furnish all tools 
als. AR'TCRAFT STUDIOS. 


427 Diversey Parkway Chicago 





Gvuibo RENI’S famous ‘* Ecce H 


school teacher and art ; 
deserves a place in your home or study ! 


7 


over stock, ready for framing. 


THE LOUIS RENO ART STUDIO 


A Gitt You'd Love Co Give 


,”’ masterfully interpreted 
in woodcut technique by Gertrud Paulus, well known Sunday- 
i ctor, is a work of art that well 


Size of picture rz x 14 inches. The cut, 7 x9, is printed on im 
per of exquisite tone, which in turn is mounted on white 


Mail $1.00 and we will send you, postpaid, this beautiful art picture. 


Bend Lissner Building, Los Angeles, California. 
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occasions. 
excessive cost. Buy a package today and 
will require several packages 
line the quantity of each initial you desire. 
30 Days Credit. 


Earn?25.00 to $50.00 


Sell Embossed Initial Tea Napkins 
Everyone wants them. 


25 Napkins packed in glassine package, 25c. 


Every napkin has the initial embossed in Old English on the 
finest crepe paper obtainable which makes them useful on all 
i Now it is possible to entertain in good taste without 


and will repeat in a month or two. Kindly fill in the bottom 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


“keep the laundry man away.” Every home 


Cost 13c—Sells for 25c. Sample box—25c. 





THE CHURCH SUPPLY COMPANY, Inc., BLOSSBURG, PA. 
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“IS THE HOLY SPIRIT IN EVERY BELIEVER?” } 


of a new voiume of sermons on the doctrine of the 
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Great Commission Prayer League, and 
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